Certain  problems  affecting  interdenominational  relations  in  mis¬ 
sion  work  from  time  to  tirae  claim  the  attention  of  the  .xecutiva  Com¬ 
mittee.  it  is  well  perhaps  that  a  statement  should  be  made  of  the 
Committee's  position  as  respects  an  issue  of  some  prominence  U  the 
relation  of  missionary  organizations, namely,  the  plan  of  division  of 
territory  in  newly  occupied  regions,  our  missionaries  have  joined  in 
a  movement  in  the  Ihilipgine  islands  by  which  definite  territory  was 
provisionally  set  apart  for  the  several  societies  engaged  in  work  in 
the  islands.  The  Committee  believe  that  such  a  plan  favors  economy 
and  efficiency  in  mission  work.  They  osve  definitely  held  that  these 
lines  of  division  must  not  be  pressed  so  far  as  to  deny  to  any  indi¬ 
vidual  the  risht  to  decide  for  himself  the  question  of  churoh  rela¬ 
tionship;  to  do  this  would  be  to  intrude  upon  tne  rights  of  con¬ 
science  and  to  rest  riot  the  working  of  the  divine  Spirit.  But  the  Com¬ 
mittee  believe  that  in  the  planning  and  prosecuting  of  work  lines  of 
territorial  division  may  wisely  be  accepted  and  re cognised. 

The  Committee, however,  have  no  expectation  that  these  dividing 
lines  will  permanently  be  controlling.  It  is  significant  that  the 
American  Board  was  thwarted  in  its  earlier  intention  to  abstain  from 
occupying  Tokyo  in  Japan,  as  Christians  from  its  field  in  the  south, 
journeying  to  the  capital, desired  to  join  the  church  with  which  they 
were  affiliated, so  that, by  the  testimony  of  the  Board, almost  in  spite 
of  tnsmaelvea, they  were  forced  to  occupy  the  capital.  Your  Committee 
have  not  shared  the  thought  of  some  theorists  that  it  v;ould  be  possi¬ 
ble, even  if  it  were  desirable, to  conceal  from  people  of  tne  >  hil- 
ippine  islands  the  fact  that  differences  of  conviction  regarding  cer¬ 
tain  questions  of  truth  and  duty  are  found  among  Christian  people. 
There  would  be  a  species  of  insincerity  in  the  attempt, and  it  could 
not  be  successful  in  the  intercommunication  characterizing  the  present 
age.  Tne  free  circulation  of  literature  between  our  own  and  other 
countries  of  itself  makes  it  certain  that  differences  in  views  and 
practice  prevailing  in  America  will  be  known  in  other  lends. 

In  our  judgment  there  is  no  escape  from  acceptance  on  the  part  of 
Christian  churches  of  full  responsibility  for  the  influence  of  their 
divergent  organization  and  teaching,  hatever  differences  are  main¬ 
tained  by  Christian  bodies  in  America  are  quite  certain  to  reproduce 
themselves  in  mission  lands.  hat6ver  is  unessential, whatever  is  not 
rooted  in  the  divine  ord.should  be  abandoned  here  as  well  as  there . 

The  obvious  duty  of  all  engaged  in  mission  work  is  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  people  to  the  one  source  of  Christian  teaching, in¬ 
fluencing  them  to  independenceof  human  opinion  and  to  sole  reliance 
upon  standards  divinely  given.  But  as  respects  existing  conditions  we 
are  strongly  convinced  that  the  true  basis  of  harmony  in  mission  lands 
is  to  be  found  not  in  concealment  of  nonest  conviction, but  ir.  the 
maintenance  of  that  Christian  fraternity  which  should  always  be  con¬ 
trolling  in  Christian  intercourse.  ,  e  iiave  never  been  of  those  who 
believe  that  Christian  brethren  cannot  work  side  by  side  with  mutual 
courtesy  and  respect.  The  true  corrective  of  the  evils  apprehended 
among  missionary  workers  is  to  be  found  in  emphasis  upon  the  deeper 
unity  of  all  Christian  disciples  and  in  tne  manifestation  of  that 
unity  in  all  forms  of  fraternal  cooperation  end  in  respect  for  the 
convictions  of  others  when  these  differ  from  one's  own.  v.e  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  there  this  deeper  unity  manifests  itself  the  interests  of 
evangelical  Christianity  will  suffer  from  discovery  of  the  divergent 
views.  Heathen  faiths  are  divided  into  multitudinous  sects.  Ihe 
.astern  scholar?  wno  becomes  acquainted  with  innumerable  schools  of 
eatern  philosophy  will  not  be  disturbed  by  the  existence  of  honest 
differences  among  Christians.  The  essential  unity  of  the  "Jesus  relig¬ 
ion”  will  not  fail  to  win  recognition  in  heathen  lands, and  the  empha¬ 
sis  placed  by  rrotestant ism  upon  personal  freedom  and  responsibility, 
as  contrasted  with  the  compulsory  uniformity  of  orae,will  be  distinct- 


ly  for  the  advantage  of  Protestant  work. 

.a*  policy  followed  by  the  Committee, then,  i3  that  of  provisional 
defining  of  territory  where  tne  ends  of  tne>  work  may  thus  temporarily 
oest  served.  Its  permanent  policy  is  that  of  se If-respeoting  loyalty 
1.0  truth,  combined  with  fraternal  cooperation  in  common  Christian  en¬ 
terprises,  and  with  unfailing  courtesy  ar.d  Ihristian  affection  for  all 
who  work  In  the  name  of  Christ. 

In  the  conduct  of  our  hilippine  work  correspondence  has  been  had 
during  the  year  with  the  resbyterien  Board  of  iasions.ths  oards  hav 
Ing  desired  a  re -adjustment  in  tne  division  of  territory  In  the  Visay- 
an  fi£id  raaJe  jy  the  resident  missionaries  in  the  carrying  cut  of  the 
plans  recommended  by  the  Evangelical  union  of  the  islands'  The  divia 
sion  has  seemed  to  the  xecutive  Committee  a  just  one  in  that.wnile 
it  allows  to  the  Union  a  relatively  large  population  in  one  of  the 
two  dialect®  of  the  Visayan  language, it  has  left  to  the  !  resbyteriana 
t..o  entire  territory  of  the  other  dialect.  An  extended  correspondence 
(i<-i &  been  held,  wnich  may  be  made  available  for  those  interested  to 
read  it.  ;he  ho  mony  and  personal  fellowship  existing  upon  the  field 
between  the  workers  of  the  Union  ants  those  of  the  hresbyterlen  "oard 
is  eeuse  for  nearly  satisfaction  to  botn  societies  end  is  an  honor  to 
the  Christian  name. 

'*  “ord  nay  be  appropriately  be  added  regarding  the  publication  of 
the  few  Testament  ocrlptures  in  tise  visayan  language.  This  work  has 
been  accomplished  with  painstaking  care  by  our  miss ionaries , having 
seen  far  advanced  by  the  labors  of  hr.  .und  and  -©nor  ’  anikan,hls  na¬ 
tive  associate, before  the  time  of  their  leaving  bpein  for  the  j  failip- 
,.in®  Islands ,  in  this  rendering,  the  Greek  word  for  "baptism"  is  faith¬ 
fully  translated.  The  term  in  use  in  the  i  hilippine  churches,  original 
signifying  to  throw."  water', had  become  thoroughly  infected  by  the 
superstitious  associations  which  nad  gathered  about  the  rite.  :;r.  und, 
having  to  cnoose  between  tne  introduction  of  a  new  and  neutral  word 
«nd^a  faithful  rendering  of  the  original , followed  the  course  indicated 
‘  ia*fing  that  it  was  due  to  the  people  that  he  should  give  them  as 
raithfully  as  he  wee  able  the  teaching  of  Christ.  The  British  a-id  For- 
•  i^n  -lale  society  raijues^ed  tne  privilege  of  publishing  this  work, 
and  a  considerable  edition  was  issued  by  that  society  and  widely  cir¬ 
culated.  in  tije  distribution  of  the  territory  of  the  Islands  after¬ 
ward  made  between  tne  British  ociety  und  the  American  Bible  Society, 
the  ioiuwi*  organisation  withdraw  from  the  Visayan  work,  and  since  that 
tirre  tne  publication  and  circulation  of  the  .  criptures  have  been  in 
the  tends  of  our  own  mleoionaries .  Ay  reiiuest  of  the  American  Bible 
ociety, which  represents  in  this  the  desire  of  the  rresbyterian  card, 
free  consent  has  beer,  given  by  your  Committee  for  the  printing  of 
tr*is  translation  by  that  society  for  its  own  use, with  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  the  neutral  word  "baptism", the  transliteration  of  the  original 
ureek,for  the  ’/isayan  term  employed  by  our  missionaries. 
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Speaker  Is  Compelled  T<r  Sit  Down 
During  Baptist  Convention. 

St.  Louis.  May  15.— When  A.  Y.  Napier, 
Baptist  missionary  from  Yang  Chow,  China, 
in  an  address  before  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  to-day  on  how  to  make  foreign 
missionary  work  more  effective,  said  it 
was  desirable  that  the  Baptists  join  the 
other  Protestant  sects  in  building  up  inter¬ 
denominational  missionary  schools,  there 
were  cries  of  "No,  no,"  and  "Sit  down 
from  all  over  the  audience. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  continue  his  ad¬ 
dress  he  took  his  seat. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  the  subject 
of  missionary  work  among  the  negroes  of 
the  Southern  States,  and  it  was  decided  to 
build  and  equip  a  theological  |semlnary  for 
the  education  of  negro  Baptist  preachers. 

This  school  will  be  located  at  Louisville, 
where  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  under  the  princlpalship  of  Rev.  I 
Dr.  E.  Y.  Mullins,  is  located,  and  Dr.  Mul¬ 
lins  will  have  the  supervision  of  the  work 
of  the  school. 

The  committee  appointed  was  E.  Y.  Mul¬ 
lins,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  Chairman;  A.  L. 
Hailey,  of  Corsicana,  Texas;  A.  J.  Barton, 
of  Waco,  Texas;  Benjamin  Cox,  of  Mem¬ 
phis;  E.  M.  Atkins,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.; 

J.  M.  Frost,  of  Nashville,  Tenn;  R.  J.  Ri¬ 
ley,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.:  G.  W.  McDaniel, 
of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  J.  J.  Bennett,  of 
Atlanta. 

The  convention  voted  a  special  order  of 
business  to  give  Rev.  Sutton  Earl  Griggs, 
of  Memphis.  Tenn..  an  opportunity  to 
speak.  In  his  address  he  said: 

"God  snatched  the  warm-hearted  black 
people  from  Darkest  Africa  and  set  them 
down  among  the  best  regulated  portion  of 
the  white  race  on  the  globe  to-day.  the 
white  people  of  the  Southern  States,  that 
they  might  learn  true  religion  of  Christ 
and  take  it  into  the  places  where  the  white 
man  finds  it  impossible  to  go.  I  believe  the 
negroes  of  the  Soutli  will  be  the  greatest 
influence  yet  in  the  evangelization  of  all 
Africa.” 

TTier~Tay men's  movement  was- given 
prominent  place  in  the  discussions,  most  of 
the  addresses  being  in  favor  of  lay  church 
members  paying  10  per  cent  of  their  income. 
J.  T.  Henderson,  of  Bristol,  Va..  Secretary 
of  the  Laymen's  Association,  said  the 
tithing  system  was  the  only  one  that  sue-  I 
cessmully  would  solve  the  question  of  evan¬ 
gelization  of  the  world.  He  outlined  a  plan 
which  was  adopted,  providing  for  laymen's 
state  rallies  in  all  Southern  states  during 
February,  March  and  April  of  next  year. 

While  the  delegates  were  listening  to  a 
eulogy  of  his  service  to  the  laymen's  move¬ 
ment  of  the  church,  and  to  the  words  of 
praise  delivered  in  his  honor  by  President 
E.  C-  Dargan,  D.  D.,  J.  Harry  Tyler  died 
at  his  home  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  organization 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  convention  Tyler 
was  unable  to  attend  the  annual  meeting. 
Although  the  delegates  knew  that  he  was 
ill  at  his  home,  none  thought  his  condition 
was  serious. 

When  the  telegram  arrived  announcing 
his  death  the  multitude  of  Baptists  bowed 
their  heads  in  prayer. 

More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago 
Mr.  Tyler  organized  the  laymen’s  move¬ 
ment  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Church,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  serving  as 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  his  stead  J.  T.  Henderson,  of  Bristol, 
Tenn.,  the  General  Secretary  of  the  move¬ 
ment,  presented  the  annual  report. 

"Armed  intervention  by  the  United  States 
is  the  only  thing  in  my  judgment  that  will 
restore  peace  in  Mexico."  said  Missionary 
R.  P.  Mahon,  of  Morales.  State  of  Mich- 
oacon,  Mexico. 

"I  have  been  unable  to  return  to  my  work 
in  Mexico  for  two  months  on  account  of 
revolutions.  The  country  is  in  absolute 
chaos. 

"More  than  50  per  cent  of  Mexico's  popu 
lation  never  has  learned  to  read  or  write 
any  language.  More  than  75  per  cent  of 
Mexican  men  with  families  are  unfaithful 
to  their  families." 

ODD  FELLOWS  ELECT  OFFICERS. 
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A  review  of  the  foreign  mission  work  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  within  the  last  ten 
years  shows  a  steady  and  very  encouraging 
advance.  Such  a  review  must  be  brief,  and  there¬ 
fore  attention  is  called  to  four  prominent 
features:  The  educational  equipment  and  high 
spiritual  character  of  the  missionaries;  growth 
along  all  lines;  the  strengthening  of  almost  all 
the  missions;  and  the  expansion  of  the  field  of 
labor. 

Our  missio7iai'ies  are  men  and  women  of 
power. — There  has  never  been  a  time  when  the 
Board  was  satisfied  with  inferior  men  and 
women  for  foreign  fields;  they  have  always  sent 
out  strong  Christians — men  and  women  of  good 
education — but  the  Lord  has  given  us  of  late 
years  those  whose  educational  advantages  were 
superior.  This  has  been  made  possible  by  our 
schools,  colleges  and  seminaries,  and  especially 
by  the  work  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 


Seminary,  which  is  remarkably  missionary  in 
its  spirit  and  methods  and  from  which  many  of 
our  recent  appointees  have  come.  The  person¬ 
nel  of  our  missionaries  has  always  been  of  the 
highest  order.  God  has  given  us  giants  like 
M.  T.  Yates,  of  blessed  memory,  Dr.  R.  H.  Graves 
and  Dr.  J.  B.  Hartwell,  who  are  still  doing  great 
things  in  China,  and  Dr.  George  B.  Taylor,  the 
Nestor  of  missionaries  in  Italy.  But  even  these* 
did  not,  and  could  not,  have  educational  advan¬ 
tages  such  as  are  enjoyed  by  our  young  minis¬ 
ters  of  to-day. 

The  groioth  of  the  work  has  been  very  encour¬ 
aging.—- the  limits  of  this  article  confine  our 
attention  to  only  a  few  missions,  though 
all  show  growth.  China,  our  oldest  field, 
has  thirty  organized  churches  to-day,  to 
eleven  ten  years  ago.  They  have  grown 
in  that  time  from  988  to  8,401  members,  and  the 
number  of  stations  and  other  places  of  operation 
is  very  much  greater.  Canton  has  become  a 
great  missionary  centre;  from  Shanghai  the 
Word  of  God  has  gone  forth  into  interior  China, 
and  the  Shantung  province  has  become  the  home 
of  growing  churches. 

Our  South  American  Mission  has  Brazil,  that 
immense  country,  for  a  field  of  operation.  Work 
begun  here  in  1882  has  extended  from  Rio  de 
Janeiro  and  Bahia  westward  far  up  the  Ama¬ 
zon  river,  and  to  the  border  of  Peru,  and 
down  the  coast  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  far  south 
province  of  Sao  Paulo.  Ten  years  ago  there 
were  twelve  organized  churches  and  453  mem¬ 
bers;  to-day  they  rep@rt  forty-eight  ahurches,  a 


membership  of  nearly  3,600,  and  seventy-five  sta¬ 
tions,  to  say  nothing  of  educational  work,  and 
a  recently-founded  Publication  Society. 

An  incident  of  our  mission  in  Africa  illus¬ 
trates  the  growth  of  the  work  under  difficulties. 
Some  years  ago  the  church  at  Lagos,  West 
Africa,  in  and  around  which  we  have  our  princi¬ 
pal  African  work,  indulged  in  a  church  quarrel 
and  ended  with  a  “split.”  But  the  Lord  has 
overruled  it  all  to  his  glory.  Either  of  the  two 
churches  in  Lagos  to-day  is  better  than  the  one 
before  the  split,  and  the  seceding  sister  church 
has  not  only  become  self-supporting,  but  has  its 
own  missions,  counting  its  converts  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds.  Now  old  animosities  have  disappeared 
and  the  zeal  of  all  the  brethren  has  been  quick¬ 
ened  into  new  life. 

A  third  point  to  be  noted  is  that  toe  are  becom¬ 
ing  better  able  to  develop  our  missions. — A  num¬ 
ber  of  homes,  missionary  compounds,  as  well  as 
houses  of  worship,  have  been  built;  dispensaries 
and  two  hospitals  have  been  founded,  and  train¬ 
ing  schools  for  the  encouragement  and  educa¬ 
tion  of  native  evangelists  and  preachers  have 
been  established  in  Brazil,  Mexico,  Italy,  Africa 
and  China.  These  have  a  healthy  patronage; 
most  of  them  suffer  for  want  of  room  and  neces¬ 
sary  equipment,  but  all  are  growing.  Then,  too, 
the  native  churches  are  approaching  nearer  and 
nearer  to  permanent  self-support.  The  Theologi¬ 
cal  School  in  South  China  has  long  been  doing 
good  work.  Of  late  years  it  has  found  encour¬ 
aging  assistance  in  a  new  but  promising  Aux¬ 
iliary  in  the  China  Baptist  Publication  Society, 


under  the  auspices  of  all  Baptist  bodies  in 
China.  This  merits  the  heartiest  support  of 
Baptists  both  North  and  South. 

Baptists  ever  have  an  impulse  for  enlarge¬ 
ment.  They  are  a  great  people,  and  justly  feel 
that  they  ought  to  be  greater.  They  are  continu¬ 
ally  impelled  by  God's  Spirit  to  go  out.  In  obe¬ 
dience  to  this  impulse  they  have  entered  on  the 
conquest  of  great  countries  like  China  and 
Japan,  Italy  and  Brazil.  It  would  seem  that 
we  have  fields  enough,  but  our  Lord  has-  com¬ 
manded  us  to  go  into  all  the  world,  and  so  very 
recently  the  Southern  Baptists  determined  to 
enter  on  mission  work  in  the  Argentine  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  a  fine  young  man  has  Deen  appointed  to 
labor  in  that  country. 

The  recent  convention  of  Southern  Baptists  at 
Savannah,  Ga.,  throbbed  with  missionary  life. 
Great  encouragement  was  found  in  the  fact  that 
our  receipts  had  more  than  doubled  in  five  years. 
The  convention,  with  great  enthusiasm,  passed 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  churches  for  $300,000 
this  year,  and  there  are  indications  that  we 
shall,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  reach  that  amount; 
but  we  must  pray  and  work  for  it;  we  must  suc¬ 
ceed.  God  has  wonderfully  blessed  us.  and  is 
calling  us  to  greater  things.  “We  can,  we 
should,  roe  will ,  advance." 
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OUR 

DENOMINATIONAL  OUTLOOK 


BY  AUGUSTUS  H.  STRONG,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

President  of  Rochester  Theological  Seminary 


ADDRESS  DELIVERED  AT  THE  GENERAL  DENOMINATIONAL  MEETING 
IN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  BAPTIST  ANNIVERSARIES  AT  CLEVELAND, 
OHIO,  THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  19,  1904  :  :  :  :  : 

A  GREAT  division  of  the  Christian  army  halts  to-day  to 
hold  a  council  of  war.  What  has  our  Baptist  host  done 
thus  far  ?  Where  do  we  now  stand  ?  What  is  our  pros¬ 
pect  for  the  future?  These  three  questions,  I  take  it,  bring 
out  the  meaning  of  my  subject.  I  have  been  asked  to  speak 
of  “Our  Denominational  Outlook.”  I  appreciate  the  honor 
thus  conferred  upon  me.  I  appreciate  even  more  my  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Only  an  inspired  prophet  could  adequately 
accomplish  the  task  committed  to  me,  for  St.  Bernard  s 
Respice ,  Aspice,  prospice— “ Look  back,  look  around,  look 
forward,”  or  “View  the  Past,  the  Present,  and  the  Future” 
— seems  the  demand  of  the  hour.  And  I  am  no  prophet.  I 
can  only  remind  you  of  past  victories,  point  out  present 
Gangers,  and  encourage  to  future  effort.  Even  in  this  at¬ 
tempt  to  discern  the  signs  of  the  times,  I  need  your  sym¬ 
pathy  and  your  prayers. 


Yet  before  I  begin  to  tell  what  Baptists  have  done,  are 
doing,  and  need  to  do,  I  must  say  what  a  Baptist  is.  What 
The  is  the  essential  principle  for  which  we  contend?  I  main 
Prindpfe—  tain  that  we  stand  above  all  things  for  a  spiritual  church. 
a  Spiritual  The  church  is  the  body  of  Christ.  It  properly  consists  only 
a"lrch  of  those  who  have  been  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
are  joined  to  Christ  by  a  living  faith.  This  conception  of 
a  spiritual  church  carries  with  it  all  the  other  articles  of 
our  creed.  The  word  “spiritual”  suggests  the  deity  of 
Christ,  whose  omnipotent  Spirit  is  the  source  of  the  church  s 
life.  The  word  “church”  suggests  the  outward  expression 
of  that  life  in  the  forms  appointed  by  Christ  himself.  Thus 
a  spiritual  church  implies  a  regenerate  church  membership 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  New  Testament  ordinances  and 
polity  on  the  other.  Dependence  on  the  Scriptures  as  the 
sufficient  and  only  standard  of  faith  and  practice,  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  State  in  all  matters  of  doctrine  and  gov¬ 
ernment,  while  they  are  not  the  central  truths,  are  yet 
logical  corollaries  of  the  Baptist  faith. 

It  is  the  vision  of  a  spiritual  church  which  Baptists  have 
ever  had  before  them.  Our  insistence  upon  the  proper  sub¬ 
jects  and  the  proper  mode  of  baptism  is  not  the  essential, 
but  only  the  incidental,  of  our  belief.  Because  we  hold  that 
the  church  is  the  body  of  Christ,  we  cannot  accept  the 
statement  of  the  Westminster  Confession  that  the  church 
consists  of  those  who  “profess  the  true  religion,  together 
with  their  children,”  for  this  includes  in  the  church  those 
who  give  no  credible  evidence  of  regeneration.  Because  we 
hold  that  immersion  of  the  body  in  water  was  appointed 
by  our  Lord  as  the  sign  of  his  death  and  resurrection  and 
of  the  believer’s  entrance  into  communion  therewith,  we 
cannot  regard  any  body  as  a  regularly  constituted  church  of 
Christ  which  disobeys  or  ignores  his  command  by  the  sub¬ 
stitution  of  any  other  mode  of  baptism.  But  we  oppose 
infant  baptism,  only  because  it  admits  to  the  body  of  Christ 
those  who  do  not  belong  to  Christ;  and  we  oppose  sprink¬ 
ling  or  pouring,  only  because  they  do  not  set  forth  that 


entrance  into  the  communion  of  Christ's  death  and  resur¬ 
rection  which  is  essential  to  a  regularly  constituted 
Christian  church.  The  maintenance  of  a  spiritual  church 
furnishes  the  reason  for  our  existence  as  Baptists.  When 
we  cease  to  “follow  the  gleam,”  we  shall  die,  and  we  ought 
to  die. 


I.  THE  PAST 

The  church,  then,  is  the  body  of  Christ.  It  is  a  spiritual 
body,  rightfully  composed  only  of  those  who  have  been  re¬ 
generated  by  Christ’s  Spirit  and  who  have  expressed  this 
fact  of  regeneration  in  Christ’s  appointed  way.  To  stand 
for  this  central  truth  in  heart  and  life  is  to  be  a  Baptist. 

We  can  now  look  backward  and  inquire  what  Baptists  have 
been  and  have  done.  I  can  deal  only,  in  a  large  way,  with 
the  facts  of  the  past,  and  details  must  be  left  to  others.  In 
general,  v/e  must  say  that  Baptist  history  began  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  years  ago.  Before  that  time  there  were 
doubtless  churches  which  held  to  some  of  the  principles  of 
the  Baptist  faith.  But  a  clear  recognition  and  confession  gap[is! 
of  the  great  truth  that  the  church  is  to  be  composed  only  Begitralnp 
of  those  who  give  credible  evidence  of  regeneration  and 
who  have  expressed  their  faith  by  baptism  in  Christ’s  ap¬ 
pointed  way  is  not  furnished  in  modern  times  by  any  definite 
and  organized  body  before  the  year  1640.  About  that  time 
the  Particular  Baptists  of  London,  and  shortly  afterward 
the  Genera!  Baptists  of  England,  began  to  maintain  that 
baptism  belongs  solely  to  believers  and  also  that  nothing  but 
immersion  is  baptism.  But  both  these  bodies  saw  in  the 
outward  ordinance  the  sign  of  a  living  union  with  Christ. 

They  wished  to  build  a  spiritual  church,  a  church  separate 
from  the  world,  a  church  after  the  pattern  shown  in  the 
mount,  a  church  spiritual  because  scriptural,  a  church  in 
which  Christ  could  dwell  because  it  had  been  constituted 
according  to  his  laws  as  they  are  laid  down  in  the  New 
Testament. 

Other  bodies  have  had  the  vision  of  a  spiritual  church, 
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but  they  have  not  been  obedient  to  the  heavenly  vision. 
The  New  Testament  gives  us  a  form  as  well  as  a  substance, 
an  outward  means  of  expression  as  well  as  an  inward  truth 
to  be  expressed.  Luther  saw  clearly  that  justification  was 
wholly  by  faith,  but  he  retained  infant  baptism  and  thereby 
admitted  to  the  church  those  who,  if  they  had  faith  as  he 
maintained,  certainly  could  give  no  evidence  of  it,  while 
he  put  the  government  of  the  church  into  the  hands  of 
princes  instead  of  intrusting  it  to  the  whole  congregation  o£ 
believers.  The  Puritan  Fathers  aimed  at  the  establishment 
of  Christ’s  sole  authority,  but  they  identified  that  authority 
with  that  of  the  State,  and  it  needed  a  Roger  Williams  to 
teach  them  that  there  could  be  a  church  without  a  bishop 
and  a  state  without  a  king.  But  Baptists  first  in  modern 
times  furnish  the  example  of  a  spiritual  church  organized 
after  the  New  Testament  model,  self-governing  and  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  civil  power,  and  expressing  in  both  its 
ordinances  the  believer’s  communion  with  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  Christ. 

The  progress  of  Baptist  principles  has  shown  that  they 
are  not  only  adapted  to  human  nature*  but  are  also  pe¬ 
culiarly  blessed  by  God.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  other 
religious  denomination  has  grown  more  rapidly—only  our 
Methodist  brethren  can  claim  as  great  a  numerical  increase. 
And  this  comparison  teaches  us  that  not  simply  doctrine,  but 
life,  counts  in  the  rolling  up  of  numbers.  The  heroic  labor 
and  sacrifice  of  pioneers,  among  Methodists  and  Baptists 
alike,  were  prompted  by  a  vivid  experience  of  sin  and  of  re¬ 
demption;  and  godly  living  gave  proof  that  this  inward 
experience  was  a  reality.  But  we  have  had  an  advantage 
even  over  Methodists,  in  that  we  could  always  point  for 
our  polity  to  a  “Thus  saith  the  Lord/5  or  to  Scripture  ex¬ 
ample  and  precedent.  Where  we  have  kept  most  closely  to 
the  New  Testament  model,  we  have  prospered  most;  de¬ 
partures  from  it  have  been  followed  by  spiritual  and 
numerical  decline.  Hence  our  statistics  give  us  both  en¬ 
couragement  and  warning. 
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In  1640  the  General  Baptists  of  England  claimed  over 
20,000  members,  and  there  were  possibly  half  that  number 
of  Particular  Baptists— say  a  total  of  30,000.  Macaulay 
estimates  the  population  of  England  at  that  time  as  some¬ 
thing  above  five  millions.  During  the  century  from  1640 
to  1740 — the  century  of  Charles  XL  and  the  Deists,  a  cen¬ 
tury  of  both  ethical  and  religious  declension — Baptists  in 
Great  Britain  were  subject  to  bitter  persecution.  They 
did  not  greatly  increase  in  numbers,  though  such  Baptists 
as  John  Bunyan  in  spite  of  fines  and  imprisonment  con¬ 
fessed  their  faith  and  opposed  a  barrier  to  the  growing 
corruption  of  the  times.  In  1/4°  they  probably  had  no 
more  than  50,000  members,  though  the  population  had  in¬ 
creased  to  eight  or  nine  millions.  In  1840,  when  the  popu- 
tion  was  15,914,14.8,  the  Baptists  numbered  at  least  150,000 
— their  large  growth  due  to  the  Wesleyan  revival  on  the 
one  hand,  and  to  the  missionary  impulse  of  William  Carey 
and  Andrew  Fuller  on  the  other.  In  1870,  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  22,712,266  in  England  and  Wales,  Baptists  had 
increased  to  243,395..  f-'-e  decades  from  1870  to  1900, 

however,  the  numbers  have  been  295,035,  330,163,  365,678; 
an  increase  of  21  per  cent,  in  1880;  of  12  per  cent,  in  1890; 
and  of  10.7  per  cent,  in  1900;  while  it  is  only  at  the  rate 
of  6.2  per  cent,  a  decade,  for  the  three  years  from  1900  to 
11903.  In  1890  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  was 
29,082,585,  when  the  number  of  Baptists  in  Great  Britain 
■was  330,163.  In  1900  the  population  of  England  and 
Wales  was  thirty-two  millions,  and  the  number  of  Baptists 
was  365,678.  In  1903  with  a  probable  population  of  forty 
millions,  Baptists  number  only  372,998.  The  average  rate 
of  increase  in  population  per  decade  in  Great  Britain  is 
13.86  per  cent,  for  eight  decades*  Before  1880  Baptists  in 
Great  Britain  increased  much  faster  than  the  population. 
But  since  1880  there  has  been  a  rate  of  increase  slower  than 

*152  the  United  States  the  increase  of  population  has  varied  from  85.1  per  cent. 
(1800-1810)  to  30.7  per  sent.  (1800-1900).  The  average  per  decade  (1870-1000)  is  25.2 
per  cent. 
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that  of  the  population,  and  this  decline  has  gone  on  until 
the  14  per  cent  increase  in  population  has  over  against  it 
a  Baptist  increase  of  only  a  trifle  over  6  per  cent.  Two 
facts  are  made  plain  by  these  English  statistics.  The  first 
is  that  times  of  religious  revival,  of  doctrinal  earnestness, 
and  of  missionary  enterprise,  are  marked  by  great  acces¬ 
sions  to  our  numbers,  while  laxity  of  belief,  worldliness  of 
life,  and  indifference  to  missions  are  accompanied  by  mi- 
merical  diminution.  The  second  fact  is  that  the  last  quar¬ 
ter-century  has  witnessed  a  comparative  set-back,  in  which 
the  exceedingly  rapid  growth  of  the  preceding  century  has 
been  checked,  and  the  figures  indicate  some  deeply  working 
causes  of  decline. 

Home  What  is  true  of  the  Baptist  body  in  Great  Britain  is  also 

Statistics  true  cf  0ur  denomination  in  the  United  States.  Our  early 
rate  of  increase  was  astonishing,  but  in  later  years  it  has 
been  steadily  diminishing.  In  1784  we  are  credited  with 
only  35,000  members,  and  in  1800  with  only  xoo,ooo.  But 
by  1880,  the  number  had  reached  2,133,044;  by  1890, 
3*065*367;  by  1900,  4,x8x,686;  and  by  1904,  4,506,747  (es¬ 
timated).  While  the  five  millions  (5,308,483)  of  population 
which  the  country  had  in  1800  have  increased  fifteen  fold 
(or  to  75,994,575),  the  number  of  Baptists  has  increased 
forty  fold  (or  to  4,181,686).  But  I  must  add  that  this 
great  increase  belongs  to  the  first  three-quarters  and  more 
exactly  to  the  first  nine  decades  of  the  past  century,  rather 
than  to  the  last  ten  to  twenty-five  years.  Or  to  speak 
more  specifically:  From  1800  to  x88o  our  numbers  doubled 
in  every  twenty  years;  and  in  the  single  decade  from  1870 
to  x88o  we  increased  74  per  cent.  (74.64;  population,  29.74). 
But  from  x88o  to  1890  the  increase  was  but  43  per  cent. 
(43.70;  population  25.36)  ;  from  1890  to  1900  only  36  per 
cent.  (36.41;  population  21)  ;  and  from  1900  to  1904  we 
are  increasing  at  the  rate,  for  a  whole  decade,  of  only  19 
per  cent  (19.44). 

Education-  Is  this  check  to  our  progress  only  a  temporary  eddy  in 

al  Progress  ^  clirren^  which  can  be  attributed  to  the  diverting  in- 
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fiuence  of  trade  and  war?  That  there  has  been  a  pro¬ 
gressive  diminution  for  more  than  three  decades  seems  to 
indicate  some  more  radical  evil ;  and  we  are  summoned  to 
self-examination  with  regard  to  our  doctrinal  faithfulness 
and  our  practical  consecration.  I  would  not  too  hastily  im¬ 
pugn  the  soundness  or  the  generosity  of  the  great  Baptist 
host  to  which  I  belong.  Two  encouraging  facts  may  be 
set  over  against  this  relative  slowness  of  increase  during  the 
past  thirty  years.  The  first  is  the  great  additions  that  have 
been  made  to  our  educational  equipment.  Whereas  in 
1880  the  total  property  and  endowments  of  our  Baptist 
Seminaries,  Universities,  Colleges  and  Academies  in  the 
United  States  amounted  to  only  $16,661,079,  and  in  1890 
to  $19,659,864,  they  amounted  in  1900  to  $39i434.39z>  ar>d 
in  1904  to  $51,158,368.  The  world  may  be  challenged  to 
show  a  like  rapidity  of  increase,  and  the  only  drawback  to 
our  claim  is  the  fact  that  so  large  a  part  of  this  increase  has 
been  due  to  the  liberality  of  a  single  giver. 

The  second  reason  for  encouragement  is  to  be  found  in  Missionary 
the  growing  interest  of  our  churches  in  the  foreign  field,  and 
in  the  great  success  in  our  home  missionary  work.  In 
1840  the  receipts  of  our  Missionary  Union  were  $65,761, 
and  the  members  of  our  mission  churches  numbered  2,500. 

In  1850,  we  gave  $87,537,  and  had  11,958  members;  in 
i860,  $132,426,  and  had  25,408  members;  in  1870,  $200,953, 
and  had  46,964  members;  in  1880,  $290,851,  and  had 
85,308  members;  in  1890,  $410,974,  and  had  138,293  mem¬ 
bers  ;  in  1900,  $500,455,  and  had  206,746  members ;  in  1904, 
$779,594,  and  had  226,058  members.  During  this  same 
period  the  work  of  Home  Missions  has  been  correspond¬ 
ingly  prosecuted  and  prospered.  In  1850,  the  total  receipts 
of  our  American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society  were  only 
$26,443;  in  i860,  they  amounted  to  $57,777;  in  1870,  they 
were  $183,828;  in  1880,  they  were  $192,356,  but  in  1890, 
they  more  than  doubled,  being  $449,444 ;  in  1900,  the7  rose 
to  $581,609;  in  1903,  they  again  rose  to  $614,223;  and  in 
1904,  they  are  $635,396.  Our  American  Baptist  Publica- 
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lion  Society  furnishes  an  exhibit  which  is  an  almost  exact 
parallel  In  1850,  the  receipts  from  all  sources  were  $24,539, 
in  i860,  $66,556;  in  1870,  $304,999;  in  1880,  $349,564; 
in  1890,  $651,605 ;  in  1900,  $867,066;  and  in  1904,  $934,923. 

Our  Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  v/ere  organ¬ 
ized  so  late  as  1871,  yet  their  aggregate  receipts  for  a  year, 
as  reported  in  our  last  Year  Book,  had  reached  $188,019; 
while  the  Women’s  Home  Mission  Societies,  organized  only 
in  1877,  collected  and  expended  in  a  single  year  $134,612. 
A  great  new  force  was  called  into  effective  operation  when 
the  women  of  our  denomination  gave  themselves  to  this 
missionary  work.  And  so  we  may  believe  that  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  equal  future  possibilities  was  raised  up  when  the 
Baptist  Young  People’s  Union  of  America  was  constituted 
in  1891.  That  over  $60,000  should  have  been  paid  into  its 
treasury  in  a  single  year,  when  the  Union  was  only  twelve 
years  old,  gives  great  promise  for  the  future. 

These  figures  prove  that,  in  some  respects  at  least,  we  have 
made  surprising  progress.  They  show  that  the  compara¬ 
tive  apathy  in  church  extension  at  home  has  been  accom¬ 
panied  by  remarkable  increase  in  our  educational  facilities, 
and  by  a  growth  both  in  home  and  in  foreign  missions  for 
which  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  parallel. 

Sectional  Our  gratulations  in  these  two  respects  need  to  be  tern- 

Losm**0*  Perec^  ky  the  unpleasing  consideration  that  the  growth 
we  have  had  at  home  has  not  been  so  great  in  the  settled 
and  older  States  as  it  has  been  at  the  West  and  at  the  South. 
In  New  England,  for  example,  while  the  decade  from  1870 
to  1880  shows  an  increase  of  Baptists  of  16.65  Per  cent,  as 
compared  with  an  increase  of  14.98  per  cent,  in  population, 
the  decade  1890  to  1900  shows  an  increase  of  Baptists  of 
14.54  per  cent,  with  an  increase  of  population  of  18.96  per 
cent.;  and  the  last  three  years  have  shown  almost  no  in¬ 
crease  at  all  of  Baptists,  or  only  at  the  rate  of  a  half  of  1 
per  cent,  (or  .56)  for  a  whole  decade.  In  the  Middle 
States  the  relative  increase  in  proportion  to  population  has 
been  better  kept  up,  being  25.96  per  cent,  to  19.37  popula- 
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lion  in  1880,  and  28.90  per  cent,  to  20.95  population  in  1900; 
yet  for  the  last  three  years  the  Baptist  increase  is  reduced  to 
a  rate  of  only  14.12  per  cent,  for  the  whole  decade.  It  is  in 
the  West  and  South  and  on  the  Pacific  Slope  that  we  have 
most  increased  in  numbers.  The  Western  States  show  in 
1880  Baptist  increase  of  52.04  per  cent.,  to  32.12  per  cent, 
in  population;  in  1900  Baptist  increase  30.08  per  cent.,  to 
population  17.58  per  cent. ;  but  in  the  last  three  years  even 
here  our  rate  of  Baptist  increase  has  been  reduced  to  14.12 
per  cent,  for  a  whole  decade.  The  Southern  States  showed 
in  1880  an  increase  of  1 11.29  Per  cent*  as  compared  with 
36.88  per  cent,  in  population,  and  in  1900  of  40.32  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  24.01  per  cent,  of  population,  while  in 
the  last  three  years  Baptist  increase  was  at  the  rate  of  only 
11,32  per  cent,  for  a  whole  decade.  The  Pacific  States 
have  shown  the  greatest  persistency  of  all.  In  1880,  their 
rate  was  1 15.15  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  78.46  per  cent, 
in  population;  in  1900,  96.98  per  cent.,  as  compared  with 
35.13  per  cent,  in  population;  while,  for  the  last  three  years, 
Baptist  increase  is  still  at  the  rate  of  48.05  per  cent,  per 
decade.  ' 

In  short,  our  increase  has  been  greatest  in  the  newer 
and  less  cultivated  fields.  In  the  cities  we  have  not  grown 
so  rapidly  as  in  the  country,  and  in  New  York  City,  the 
metropolis  of  the  land,  where  it  would  seem  that  we  ought 
to  be  strongest,  our  churches  have  experienced  a  relative 
decline.  The  causes  for  this  state  of  things  are  partly  local. 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  have  shown  that  Baptists, 
with  proper  management  and  liberality,  can  stand  at  the 
front.  The  growth  of  population  at  the  West,  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  foreign  immigration  at  the  East,  explain  to  some 
degree  the  fact  that  our  victories  are  more  and  more  to  be 
found  where  pioneer  and  missionary  work  is  done.  We 
are  encouraged  to  home  missionary  work,  as  we  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  foreign  missionary  work,  when  we  see  that  in 
Nebraska  and  in  Oregon,  as  in  India  and  China,  the  seed 
sown  brings  forth  a  hundredfold,  while  it  brings  forth  only 
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tenfold  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  I  deny  that  we 
are  a  denomination  only  of  pioneers,  or  that  our  mission  is 
simply  to  the  unintelligent  or  to  the  poor.  If  we  have  the 
truth  of  God,  that  truth  should  have  greatest  power  where 
there  is  most  of  culture  and  wealth.  And  yet  we  seem  to 
be  prospering  far  away  from  our  centers  of  intelligence  and 
of  business  enterprise,  while  our  cause  makes  less  progress 
where  there  is  most  of  money  and  of  education.  Only  our 
long-range  guns  seem  to  be  hitting  their  mark. 

F©rdgn  I  would  not  be  unjust  to  our  Baptist  brotherhood,  and  I 

Factors  WQUj^  recognize  peculiar  features  of  the  situation  which 
to  some  extent  explain  the  slowness  of  our  recent  progress. 
In  New  England,  as  well  as  in  several  Western  and  North¬ 
ern  States,  fully  two-fifths  of  the  population  is  of  foreign 
birth  or  of  foreign  parentage,  in  contrast  to  a  very  small 
per  cent,  of  this  element  fifty  or  seventy-five  years  ago.  The 
preponderating  foreign  element  in  our  great  cities,  where  it 
ranges  from  yo  to  80  per  cent.,  must  also  be  remembered. 
This  constitutes  a  more  stony  ground  for  our  Baptist  seed¬ 
sowing  than  that  with  which  the  fathers  had  to  deal.  If 
we  could  compare  our  Baptist  growth  with  that  of  the 
native  American  population,  the  showing  would  without 
doubt  be  more  favorable.  At  the  South,  moreover,  where 
apparently  Baptist  growth  has  been  phenomenal,  we  ought 
in  all  fairness  to  take  separate  account  of  the  colored  Bap¬ 
tists,  who  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago  cut  a  very  small  figure 
in  the  religious  statistics  of  the  country,  but  who  increased 
in  numbers  from  four  hundred  thousand  in  1865  to  nearly 
two  millions  in  1894.  It  is  also  true  that  while  in  some  of 
the  extreme  Western  States  our  increase  on  the  percentage 
basis  has  been  very  large,  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  twenty 
years  ago  the  Baptists  in  the  Territory  of  Y/ashington  and 
in  some  other  Territories  were  very  few.  The  man  who 
was  blessed  with  a  second  son  was  technically  right,  but 
he  gave  a  wrong  impression,  when  he  declared  that  his 
family  had  increased  at  the  rate  of  go  per  cent,  within  a 
year.  In  some  of  the  Y/estern  States  our  progress  has  been 
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as  slow  and  as  difficult  as  in  some  of  the  Eastern  States, 

These  considerations  do  much  to  equalize  our  diversities. 

Yet  they  cannot  blind  us  to  the  fact  that  our  general  rate 
of  progress  has  been  gradually  diminishing  for  at  least 
thirty  years. 

It  may  be  argued  that  other  denominations  are  as  badly 
off  as  we ;  that  the  last  fifty  years  have  been  a  period  of  nations 
general  religious  decline;  that  we  are  not  responsible  for 
the  external  conditions  which  have  hindered  and  checked 
our  progress.  And  it  is  true  that,  while  the  Congregational 
increase  in  the  United  States  from  1870  to  1893  has  been 
only  91.67  per  cent.;  the  Presbyterian  increase  133.74  per 
cent. ;  the  Methodist  increase  147.49  per  cent. ;  and  the 
Disciple  increase  248.81  per  cent. ;  our  Baptist  increase  has 
been  greater  than  any  of  these,  namely,  254.38  per  cent 
If  however,  we  take  into  account  only  our  churches  at  the 
North,  excluding  the  South  and  the  Pacific  Coast,  our  rate 
of  increase  from  1870  to  1893  has  been  only  128  per  cent. ; 
which  is  less  than  that  of  the  Presbyterians,  the  Methodists 
or  the  Disciples,  and  is  only  greater  than  that  of  the  Con- 
gregationalists.  And  even  if  we  include  the  South  in  our 
estimate  and  claim  254.38  per  cent,  of  increase,  we  find  that 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  has  outstripped  us,  for 
its  increase  from  1870  to  1903  has  been  319.28  per  cent. 

The  Disciples  and  the  Episcopalians  have  grown  most 
rapidly,  and  we  have  doubtless  given  many  of  our  members 
to  each  of  them.  And  what  right  have  we  to  take  comfort 
from  the  thought  that  we  have  prospered  more  than  some 
of  the  others,  when  we  remember  that  times  of  general 
religious  depression  were  to  our  fathers  a  glorious  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  that  Baptist  zeal  shone  out  brightest  when  con¬ 
fronted  with  indifference  and  opposition? 

We  do  not  get  the  case  properly  before  us  until  we  re-  Vast 
member  the  vast  increase  of  our  material  resources  during 
the  half  century  that  is  past.  I  suppose  it  is  within  reason-  Resources 
able  limits  to  say  that  Baptists  during  that  period  have 
accumulated  many  thousands  of  millions  of  dollars.  The 


denomination  that  was  once  poor  has  become  rich  and  in¬ 
creased  in  goods.  We  have  probably  a  hundred  times  tne 
financial  means  that  we  possessed  fifty  years  ago.  But  our 
giving  has  not  increased  in  any  such  proportion.  Instead  of 
being  multiplied  by  a  hundred,  our  gifts  have  hardly  been 
multiplied  by  ten.  God  has  bestowed  a  blessing  upon  these 
gifts  far  beyond  our  faith  or  our  desert.  He  seems  to  have 
been  pointing  us  to  his  work  in  the  Far  West  and  the  Far 
Fast,  to  stir  up  more  vigorous  effort  right  at  home.  Yet 
we  have  suffered  this  work  at  home  to  languish,  and  at 
the  present  rate  of  comparative  decrease,  it  will  be  but  a 
question  of  time  when  the  sources  of  supply  will  be  dried  up 
and  the  work  abroad  will  be  hindered  or  stopped.  We 
who  have  been  floating  with  the  stream  do  not  appreciate 
how  rapidly  we  are  drifting.  Our  missionaries  who  return 
to  America  after  an  absence  of  twenty  years  perceive,  as  we 
do  not,  that  there  is  a  change  of  position.  We  do  not  stand 
where  we  once  stood.  The  old  zeal  for  conversions  is 
dying  out.  Our  churches  are  less  careful  in  their  examina¬ 
tion  of  applicants  for  admission  to  their  membership.  We 
do  not  realize  as  we  should  that  men  are  lost,  and  that 
only  Christ  can  save  them. 


IS.  THE  PRESENT 

So  the  review  of  the  past  leads  me  to  questions  of  the 
Questions  present.  Do  we  Baptists  still  hold  to  the  belief  and  prac- 
of  the  tice  of  the  fathers,  or  have  we  departed  from  the  faith  and 

Freseat  burned  aside  to  a  science  that  is  falsely  so  called?  My 
reply  must  be  a  qualified  reply.  I  maintain  that  the  great 
Baptist  body  still  holds  to  Jesus  Christ  its  head;  still  stands 
for  his  deity  and  his  atonement ;  still  insists  that  the  church 
shall  be  composed  of  regenerate  persons;  still  claims  that 
the  constitution  and  ordinances  of  the  church  shall  visibly 
picture  and  express  the  inward  union  of  believers  with 
their  divine  Lord.  But  I  hold  at  the  same  time  that  there 


is  progress  in  our  Baptist  apprehension  of  the  truth;  that 
it  is  duty  to  accept  the  new  light  that  true  science  gives ; 
that  the  formulas  of  the  past  need  some  revision  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  present  time;  yes,  that  the 
impulse  to  this  revision  is  itself  divine,  an  impulse  from 
Christ  himself,  whose  Spirit  is  promised  to  guide  us 
into  all  the  truth.  It  is  our  advantage  that  we  have  no 
authoritative  creed  to  define  our  theology  once  for  all ;  and 
this  ensures  us  freedom  and  right  of  development.  A  creed 
expresses  one  age  and  set  of  thought;  the  Bible  is  of  many 
ages,  minds,  purposes.  Accepting  it  as  authority,  we  still 
affirm  the  duty  of  bringing  out  of  that  treasure  things  new, 
as  well  as  old.  A  Baptist  theology  must  continually  seek 
the  truth,  must  keep  abreast  of  public  intelligence,  and  must 
be  a  progressive  theology.  The  guarantee  that  it  will  not 
ultimately  run  to  wild  extremes  is  furnished  in  the  total 
teaching  of  the  written  word,  and  in  the  continued  influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  chief  source  of  change  and  improvement  in  our  Theological 
modern  thought  has  been  the  discovery  of  the  immanence 
of  God  in  his  universe.  Yet  this  is  not  so  much  a  new  doc¬ 
trine,  as  it  is  the  new  recognition  of  an  old  one.  The  ancient 
Hebrews  knew  of  it,  and  it  was  taught  by  Paul  and  John. 

But  deism  had  obscured  it.  God  was  thought  to  be  far 
away,  in  some  distant  heaven.  We  have  learned  that  he  is 
near ;  that  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being ; 
that  he  is  the  soul  of  our  soul,  and  the  life  of  our  life.  We 
take  seriously  the  omnipresence  of  God ;  we  recognize  in 
Christ  the  only  Revealer  of  God ;  we  believe  his  assurance 
that  he  is  with  us  alway  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 

The  idea  of  Christ  in  the  universe  and  Christ  in  humanity  is 
gradually  transforming  our  theology  and  bringing  it  into 
closer  accord  with  the  New  Testament.  There  is  no  better 
illustration  of  the  wrong  view  than  is  found  in  John  Bun- 
yan’s  Pilgrim’s  Progress.  In  that  immortal  work,  Christian 
does  not  have  Christ  with  him  on  his  journey;  there  is  no 
divine  companionship  in  his  toils  and  struggles ;  he  hopes 
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to  meet  his  Savior  only  after  he  has  crossed  the  flood. 
Nature,  in  a  similar  manner,  was  conceived  of  as  under  the 
dominion  of  the  evil  one ;  since  the  world  is  ruled  by  Satan, 
and  not  by  Christ,  all  natural  processes  and  even  all  natural 
beauty— literature,  art,  and  all  the  joy  of  life  were  re¬ 
garded  as  hostile  to  Christ. 

But  Christ  is  greater  than  the  Puritan  theology  thought. 
Christ  He  is  the  acting  God ;  the  Creator,  Upholder,  Governor  of 
tat  Iff  Universe ;  the  Life  of  nature  and  of  humanity.  Law  is 
only  the  method  of  his  regular  working;  gravitation  and 
evolution  are  only  the  habits  of  Christ.  We  need  not  fear 
either  science  or  philosophy,  for  these  are  men’s  efforts  to 
interpret  the  ways  of  him  to  whom  all  authority  is  given  in 
heaven  and  in  earth.  The  historical  Christ  only  “shows  the 
hid  heart  beneath  creation  beating” ;  and  “he  that  hath  seen 
him  hath  seen  the  Father.”  So  we  have  the  key  with  whicfy 
to  unlock  the  chief  secrets  of  the  world;  we  have  a  divine 
Companion  and  Friend  to  accompany  our  earthly  pilgrim¬ 
age;  we  have  a  living  Interpreter  of  Scripture  and  of  his¬ 
tory.  And,  of  all  denominations  of  Christians,  Baptists 
should  be  most  ready  to  concede  the  possibility  of  a  pro¬ 
gressive  theology,  since  Baptists  from  the  beginning  have 
believed  in  a  spiritual  church,  in  which  Christ  dwells  and 
xeigns.  I 

Think  now  of  the  light  which  this  conception  of  an  im¬ 
manent  God  and  an  omnipresent  Christ  throws  upon  the 
doctrines  of  sin,  of  the  atonement,  of  the  church,  and  of 
the  Scriptures.  As  we  note  the  changes  that  have  come 
Old  and  over  our  ways  of  thinking,  we  may  see  exaggerations  which 
5eJin^CTr  ^ave  wea^ene^  OUT  faith  and  have  checked  our  progress. 
Take  for  example  the  old  and  the  new  view  as  to  sin.  Our 
fathers  believed  in  total  depravity,  and  we  agree  with  them 
that  man  naturally  is  devoid  of  love  to  God  and  that  every 
faculty  is  weakened,  disordered  and  corrupted  by  the  selfish 
bent  of  his  will.  They  held  to  original  sin.  The  selfish  bent 
of  man’s  will  can  be  traced  back  to  the  apostacy  of  our  first 
parents ;  and,  on  account  of  that  departure  of  the  race  from 
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God,  all  men  are  by  nature  children  of  wrath.  And  all 
this  is  true,  if  it  is  regarded  as  a  statement  of  the  facts,  apart 
from  their  relation  to  Christ.  But  our  fathers  did  not  see, 
as  we  do,  that  man’s  relation  to  Christ  antedated  the  Fall 
and  constituted  an  underlying  and  modifying  condition  of 
man’s  life.  Humanity  was  naturally  in  Christ,  in  whom  all 
things  were  created  and  in  whom  they  all  consist.  Even 
man’s  sin  did  not  prevent  Christ  from  still  working  in  him 
to  counteract  the  evil  and  to  suggest  the  good.  There 
was  an  internal,  as  well  as  an  external,  preparation  for 
man’s  redemption.  In  this  sense,  of  a  divine  principle  in 
man  striving  against  the  selfish  and  godless  will,  there 
was  a  total  redemption,  over  against  man’s  total  depravity ; 
and  an  original  grace,  that  was  even  more  powerful  than 
original  sin.  > 

The  great  Baptist  body  has  become  conscious  that  total 
depravity  alone  is  not  a  sufficient  or  proper  expression  of 
the  truth ;  and  the  phrase  has  been  outgrown.  It  has  been 
felt  that  the  old  view  of  sin  did  not  take  account  of  the 
generous  and  noble  aspirations,  the  unselfish  efforts,  the 
strivings  after  God,  of  even  unregenerate  men.  For  this 
reason  there  has  been  less  preaching  about  sin,  and  less 
conviction  as  to  its  guilt  and  condemnation.  The  good  im¬ 
pulses  of  men  outside  the  Christian  pale  have  been  often 
credited  to  human  nature,  when  they  should  have  been 
credited  to  the  indwelling  Spirit  of  Christ.  I  make  no  doubt 
that  one  of  the  radical  weaknesses  of  our  denomination  at 
ibis  present  time  is  its  more  superficial  view  of  sin.  With¬ 
out  some  sense  of  sin’s  guilt  and  condemnation,  we  cannot 
feel  our  need  of  redemption.  John  the  Baptist  must  go  be¬ 
fore  Christ;  the  law  must  prepare  the  way  for  the  gospel. 
My  belief  is  that  the  new  apprehension  of  Christ’s  relation 
to  the  race  will  enable  us  to  ‘declare,  as  never  before,  the 
lost  condition  of  the  sinner ;  while  at  the  same  time  we  show 
him  that  Christ  is  with  him  and  in  him  to  save.  This  pres¬ 
ence  in  every  man  of  a  power  not  his  own  that  works  for 
righteousness  is  a  very  different  doctrine  from  that  “divinity 
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of  man”  which  is  so  often  preached.  The  divinity  is  not  the 
divinity  of  man,  but  the  divinity  of  Christ.  And  the  power 
that  works  for  righteousness  is  not  the  pov/er  of  man,  but 
the  power  of  Christ.  It  is  a  power  whose  warning,  invit¬ 
ing,  persuading  influence  renders  only  more  marked  and 
dreadful  the  evil  will  which  hampers  and  resists  it.  De¬ 
pravity  is  all  the  worse,  when  we  recognize  in  it  the  con¬ 
stant  antagonist  of  an  ever-present,  all-holy,  and  all-loving 
Redeemer. 

The  We  mus^  acknowledge  also  that  our  conceptions  o£ 

Atonement  Christ’s  atonement  have  suffered  some  change.  Yet  that 
change  has  been  in  the  nature  of  a  more  fundamental  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  meaning  of  atonement,  and  its  necessity 
as  a  law  of  universal  life.  To  our  fathers  the  atonement 
was  a  mere  historical  fact,  a  sacrifice  offered  in  a  few  brief 
hours  upon  the  Cross.  It  was  a  literal  substitution  of  Christ  s 
suffering  for  ours,  the  payment  of  our  debt  by  another,  and 
upon  the  ground  of  that  payment  we  are  permitted  to  go 
free.  Those  sufferings  were  soon  over,  and  the  hymn 
“Love’s  Redeeming  Work  is  Done,”  expressed  the  believer’s 
joy  in  a  finished  redemption.  And  all  this  is  true.  But  it 
is  only  a  part  of  the  truth.  The  atonement,  like  every 
other  doctrine  of  Christianity,  is  a  fact  of  life;  and  such 
facts  of  life  cannot  be  crowded  into  our  definitions,  because 
they  are  greater  than  any  definitions  that  we  can  frame.  The 
atonement  is  a  substitution,  in  that  another  has  done  for  us 
what  we  ought  to  have  done  but  could  not  do,  and  has  suf¬ 
fered  for  us  what  we  deserved  to  suffer  but  could  not  suf¬ 
fer  without  loss  of  holiness  and  happiness  forever  and  ever. 
But  Christ’s  doing  and  suffering  is  not  that  of  one  external 
and  foreign  to  us.  He  is  bone  of  our  bone  and  flesh  of  our 
flesh ;  the  bearer  of  our  humanity ;  yes,  the  very  life  of  the 
race.  The  life  that  he  lived  in  Palestine  and  the  death  that 
he  endured  on  Calvary  were  the  revelation  of  a  union  with 
mankind  which  antedated  the  Fall.  Being  thus  joined  to 
us  from  the  begininng,  he  has  suffered  in  all  human  sin; 
in  all  our  affliction  he  has  been  afflicted ;  so  that  the  Psalmist 
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can  say:  “Blessed  be  God,  who  daily  beareth  our  burden, 
even  the  God  of  our  salvation.”  ‘ 

So  we  add  to  the  idea  of  substitution  the  idea  of  sharing ;  Sabsttta- 
see  in  the  Cross,  not  so  much  the  atonement  itself,  as 
the  revelation  of  the  atonement.  The  sufferings  of  Christ 
take  deeper  hold  upon  us  when  we  see  in  them  the  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  two  great  truths :  that  holiness  must  make  pen¬ 
alty  to  follow  sin ;  and  that  love  must  share  that  penalty  with 
the  transgressor.  And  we  are  subject  to  that  same  law  of 
life.  We  who  enter  into  fellowship  with  our  Lord  fill  up 
that  which  is  behind  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ  for  his 
body’s  sake  which  is  the  church ;  and  the  Christian  church 
can  reign  with  Christ  only  as  it  partakes  in  his  suffering. 

The  atonement  becomes  a  model  and  stimulus  to  self- 
sacrifice,  and  a  test  of  Christian  character.  But  it  is  easy 
to  see  how  the  subjective  effect  of  Christ’s  sacrifice  may 
absorb  the  attention,  to  the  exclusion  of  its  ground  and 
cause.  The  moral  influence  of  the  atonement  has  taken 
deep  hold  upon  our  minds,  and  we  are  in  danger  of  forget¬ 
ting  that  it  is  the  holiness  of  God,  and  not  the  salvation  of 
men,  that  primarily  requires  it.  When  sharing  excludes 
substitution;  when  reconciliation  of  man  to  God  excludes 
reconciliation  of  God  to  man;  when  the  only  peace  secured 
is  peace  in  the  sinner’s  heart  and  no  thought  is  given  to 
that  peace  with  God  which  it  is  the  first  object  of  the  atone¬ 
ment  to  secure ;  then  our  whole  evangelical  system  is  weak¬ 
ened,  God’s  righteousness  is  ignored,  and  man  is  prac¬ 
tically  put  in  place  of  God.  I  doubt  not  that  this  has  been 
the  effect,  in  Baptist  circles,  of  some  recent  journalism  and 
some  recent  teaching.  We  need  to  stay  this  incoming  tide 
of  anti-scriptural  theology.  We  can  do  so,  not  by  going 
back  to  the  old  mechanical  and  arbitrary  conceptions  of 
the  atonement,  but  by  going  forward  to  a  more  vital  appre¬ 
hension  of  the  relation  of  the  race  to  Christ.  A  larger 
knowledge  of  Christ,  the  life  of  humanity,  will  enable  us  to 
hold  fast  the  objective  nature  of  the  atonement,  and  its 
necessity  as  grounded  in  the  holiness  of  God ;  while  at  the 
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same  time  we  appropriate  all  that  is  good  in  the  modem 
view  of  the  atonement,  as  the  final  demonstration  of  God  s 
constraining  love  which  moves  men  to  repentance  and  sub¬ 
mission. 

I  perceive  some  change  in  our  ideas  of  Christian  fellow- 
Christian  ship.  Our  fathers  lived  in  a  day  when  simple  faith  was  sub- 
®ws  p  jeC£  £0  S€rf0us  disabilities.  The  establishments  frowned  upon 
dissent,  and  visited  it  with  pains  and  penalties.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  believers  in  the  New  Testament  doctrine  and 
polity  felt  that  they  must  come  out  from  what  they  regarded 
as  an  apostate  church.  They  could  have  no  sympathy  with 
those  who  held  back  the  truth  in  unrighteousness  and  per¬ 
secuted  the  saints  of  God.  But  our  doctrine  has  leavened 
all  Christendom.  Scholarship  is  on  the  side  of  immersion. 
Infant  baptism  is  on  the  decline.  The  churches  that  once 
opposed  us  now  compliment  us  on  our  steadfastness  in  the 
faith  and  on  our  missionary  zeal.  There  is  a  growing  spirit¬ 
uality  in  these  churches,  which  prompts  them  to  extend  to 
us  hands  of  fellowship.  And  there  is  a  growing  sense 
among  us  that  the  kingdom  of  Christ  is  wider  than  our  own 
membership,  and  that  loyalty  to  our  Lord  requires  us  to 
recognize  his  presence  and  blessing  even  in  bodies  which 
we  do  not  regard  as  organized  in  complete  accordance  with 
the  New  Testament  model. 

If  I  am  asked  whether  Baptists  still  hold  to  restricted 
Comas  c0mmuil*olb  £  answer  that  our  principle  has  not  changed, 
sion  but  that  many  of  us  apply  the  principle  in  a  different  man¬ 
ner  from  that  of  our  fathers.  We  believe  that  baptism 
logically  precedes  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  birth  precedes  the 
taking  of  nourishment,  and  regeneration  precedes  sanctifica¬ 
tion.  We  believe  that  the  order  of  the  ordinances  is  an  im¬ 
portant  point  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  itself  teaches 
Christian  doctrine.  Hence  we  proclaim  it  and  adhere  to  it, 
in  our  preaching  and  in  our  practice.  But  we  do  not  turn 
the  Lord’s  Supper  into  a  judgment-seat,  or  turn  the  officers 
of  the  church  into  detectives.  We  teach  the  truth,  and  ex¬ 
pect  that  the  truth  will  win  its  way.  We  are '  courteous  to 
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all  who  come  among  us;  and  expect  that  they  in  turn  will 
have  the  courtesy  to  respect  our  convictions  and  to  act  ac¬ 
cordingly.  But  there  is  danger  here  that  we  may  break 
from  our  moorings  and  drift  into  indifferentism  with  regard 
to  the  ordinances.  The  recent  advocacy  of  open  church- 
membership  is  but  the  logical  consequence  of  a  previous  con¬ 
cession  of  open  communion.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  this 
new  doctrine  is  confined  to  very  few  among  us.  The 
remedy  for  this  false  liberalism  is  to  be  found  in  that  same 
Christ  who  solves  for  us  all  other  problems.  It  is  this 
Christ  who  sets  the  solitary  in  families,  and  who  makes  of 
one  every  nation  that  dwells  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Christian  denominations  are  at  least  temporarily  his  appoint¬ 
ment.  Loyalty  to  the  body  which  seems  to  us  best  to  repre¬ 
sent  his  truth  is  also  loyalty  to  him.  Love  for  Christ  does  Unity 
not  involve  the  surrender  of  the  ties  of  family,  or  nation,  or 
denomination,  but  only  consecrates  and  ennobles  them.  Yet 
Christ  is  King  in  Zion.  There  is  but  one  army  of  the  living 
God,  even  though  there  are  many  divisions.  We  can  em¬ 
phasize  our  unity  with  other  Christian  bodies,  rather  than  the 
differences  between  us.  We  can  regard  them  as  churches 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  even  though  they  are  irregularly  consti¬ 
tuted.  As  a  marriage  ceremony  may  be  valid,  even  though 
performed  without  a  license  and  by  an  unqualified  admin¬ 
istrator;  and  as  an  ordination  may  be  valid,  even  though 
the  ordinary  laying-on  of  hands  be  omitted ;  so  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  administered  in  pedo- 
baptist  churches  may  be  valid,  though  irregular  in  its  ac¬ 
companiments  and  antecedents.  Though  we  still  protest 
against  the  modem  perversions  of  the  New  Testament 
doctrine  as  to  the  subjects  and  the  mode  of  baptism,  we  hold  ; 
with  regard  to  the  Lord’s  Supper  that  irregularity  is  not  . 
invalidity,  and  that  we  may  recognize  as  churches  even  those  1 
bodies  which  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper  without  having  g 
been  baptized.  Our  faith  in  the  larger  Christ  is  bringing 
us  out  from  our  denominational  isolation  into  an  inspiring 
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recognition  of  our  oneness  with  the  universal  church  of  God 
throughout  the  world. 

There  have  been  changes  in  our  Baptist  view  of  the 
Scriptures.  When  the  Reformation  dislodged  the  Church 
from  the  place  of  ultimate  authority,  the  Bible  was  sub¬ 
stituted  for  the  Church.  It  was  forgotten  that  the  only  ulti¬ 
mate  authority  is  Christ,  and  that  he  has  never  so  con¬ 
structed  Scripture  as  to  dispense  with  his  own  personal 
presence  and  the  teaching  of  his  Spirit.  Nownere  does 
the  Bible  speak  of  itself  as  “the  word  of  God.”  That 
phrase  designates  the  truth,  of  which  the  Bible  is  the  record. 
And  modern  investigation  is  teaching  us  that  there  is  a 
human  element  in  that  record;  it  has  grown  up  in  ways 
analogous  to  those  in  which  other  literatures  have  origin¬ 
ated;  and  it  is  to  be  interpreted  in  the  light  of  its  history. 
And  yet,  in  spite  of  imperfections,  its  authorship  is  divine, 
as  well  as  human ;  it  brings  us  a  divine  revelation ;  its  many 
bibtia  constitute  one  Bible.  It  is  not  intended  to  teach 
physical  science  or  secular  history;  but  it  can  lead  us 
to  Christ  and  the  truth.  When  taken  together,  and  in¬ 
terpreted  by  the  same  Spirit  who  inspired  it,  it  is  able  to 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation. 

We  cannot,  even  if  we  would,  escape  or  ignore  the  results 
of  modern  criticism.  That  criticism  is  sometimes  skeptical  and 
destructive,  but  it  is  not  necessarily  so.  It  may  be,  and  it 
often  is,  constructive  and  illuminating,  and  in  that  measure 
it  is  only  a  new  means  by  which  Christ  himself  is  throw¬ 
ing  light  upon  the  record  of  his  past  revelations  and  enabling 
us  the  better  to  understand  them.  The  miraculous  element 
in  the  Old  Testament,  and  in  the  New  Testament  the  virgin 
birth  and  resurrection  of  our  Lord,  are  only  made  more 
indisputable  facts  of  history,  when  they  are  shown  to  be  not 
violations  of  law  but  extraordinary  workings  of  law;  and 
inspiration  becomes  only  more  credible,  when  it  is  recognized 
as  an  intensification  of  natural  powers  under  the  special 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  But  in  this  new  method  of 
thought  there  lie  obvious  dangers  of  exaggeration ;  and  in 
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some  quarters  we  may  observe  a  tendency  to  sink  the  divine 
in  the  human,  and  to  divest  the  Bible  of  all  authority.  Let 
us  beware  of  this  tendency,  for  our  Baptist  doctrine  and 
polity  are  founded  upon  the  New  Testament.  If  this  New 
Testament  is  not  the  common  law  of  the  church,  then  our 
separate  existence  as  a  denomination  is  impertinence  and 
schism.  How  shall  we  steer  our  bark  so  as  to  clear  both 
the  Scylla  of  bibliolatry  and  the  Charybdis  of  rationalism? 
Ah,  there  is  ever  the  one  and  sufficient  answer:  Jesus 
Christ,  the  same  yesterday  and  to-day  and  forever.  He  is 
the  only  ultimate  authority;  and  he  abides,  by  his  omnipo¬ 
tent  Spirit,  in  his  people,  opening  to  them  the  Scriptures 
even  as  he  did  to  those  disciples  on  the  way  to  Emmaus, 
showing  them  the  things  c(  ncerning  himself,  enabling  them 
to  compare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual,  and  so  leading 
them  gradually  but  surely  into  all  the  truth. 

III.  THE  OUTLOOK 

And  now,  last  of  all,  with  this  past  history  behind  us,  and 
with  this  present  attitude  in  respect  to  faith  and  practice, 
what  is  our  outlook  toward  the  future?  Will  Baptist  prin-  " 
ciples  stand  the  test  of  advancing  intelligence,  and  of  the 
tremendous  march  of  culture  and  civilization?  I  reply: 
They  are  the  only  principles  that  can  stand  the  test.  For 
they  build  on  Christ,  the  solid  Rock,  and  on  that  conception 
of  a  spiritual  church,  against  which  he  himself  has  said 
that  the  gates  of  Hades  shall  not  prevail.  In  that  one  con¬ 
ception  of  a  spiritual  church,  we  find  our  strength,  our 
warning,  and  our  inspiration.  If  we  hold  to  that,  we  cannot 
fail  to  grow  and  to  triumph.  We  may  be  very  weak  and 
ignorant  in  other  respects,  but  this  principle  ensures  success. 
When  I  think  how  little  Peter  and  James  and  John,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Jordan  at  the  beginning  of  Christ’s  ministry, 
knew  about  Christian  doctrine,  1  am  amazed  that  they  should 
have  been  counted  among  his  disciples.  If  you  had  asked 
them  about  the  deity  of  Christ  or  about  his  atonement,  they 
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would  not  have  understood  the  meaning  of  your  words.  But 
they  heard  his  command :  “Follow  me !”  and  they  obeyed. 
In  that  act  of  obedience  was  latent  the  whole  Christian 
scheme.  They  knew  nothing  of  the  deity  of  Christ?  But 
what  right  had  they  to  submit  themselves  unreservedly  to 
him,  if  he  were  a  mere  man  like  themselves?  Their  follow¬ 
ing  him  was  an  implicit  and  unconscious  confession  of  his 
deity.  They  knew  nothing  of  the  atonement  of  Christ  ?  But 
were  they  not  conscious  sinners,  who  had  submitted  to 
John’s  baptism  of  repentance  and  of  faith  in  him  who  was 
to  come,  and,  in  following  Christ,  did  they  not  show  that 
they  looked  to  him  as  the  promised  Messiah,  the  Lamb  of 
God  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world  ?  All  Christian 
doctrine  was  implicit  in  their  obedience.  That  doctrine  was 
vague  and  undefined,  unconscious  and  unformulated,  but  it 
was  none  the  less  real.  It  was  like  solid  matter  in  a  state 
of  solution,  so  transparent  as  to  be  invisible,  yet  ready  at 
a  shock  to  be  precipitated  and  crystallized  into  definite  forms 
of  belief,  as  when  Peter  afterward  made  his  great  confes¬ 
sion  :  "Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God.” 

So  our  Baptist  principle  of  a  spiritual  church  contains. 
Tit  latently  and  logically,  all  the  substance  of  Christianity,  and 
Conquering:  power  to  regenerate  the  world.  That  is,  it  has  all  the 

power  that  truth  alone  can  possess.  But  we  need  ever  to 
remember  that  truth,  apart  from  Christ,  the  Spirit  of  truth, 
is  an  abstraction,  and  not  a  power.  Here  is  the  danger  of 
some  modern  theories  of  Christian  education.  They  give  us 
statistics,  to  show  that  the  age  of  puberty  is  the  age  of 
strongest  religious  impressions;  and  the  inference  is  drawn 
that  conversion  is  nothing  but  a  natural  phenomenon,  a 
regular  stage  of  development.  The  free  will,  and  the  evil 
bent  of  that  will,  are  forgotten,  and  the  absolute  dependence 
of  perverse  human  nature  upon  the  regenerating  Spirit  of 
God.  The  age  of  puberty  is  the  age  of  strongest  religious 
impressions?  Yes,  but  it  is  also  the  age  of  strongest  artistic 
and  social  and  sensuous  impressions,  and  only  a  new  birth 
from  above  can  lead  the  soul  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of 


God.  Our  people  have  believed  in  the  converting  power  of 
God ;  and  just  in  proportion  as  they  have  given  and  prayed 
and  labored,  the  Spirit  has  been  poured  out  upon  them  and 
their  witness  to  the  truth  has  been  followed  by  great  in¬ 
gatherings. 

When  we  think  of  the  proper  expression  of  the  truth,  as 
of  importance  only  second  to  the  having  of  the  truth  to  Draar.l 
fee  expressed,  may  we  not  learn  some  lessons  from  those 
denominations  which  seem  of  late  to  be  outstripping  us  in 
the  race?  It  is  the  Disciples  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
Episcopalians  on  the  other,  who  have  drawn  most  upon 
our  numbers,  especially  in  the  older  and  more  cultivated 
portions  of  our  country.  I  think  we  cannot  doubt  that,  as 
education  advances,  there  is  a  demand  for  decorum  in  wor¬ 
ship  and  attention  to  outward  order,  which  the  earlier  stages 
of  religious  life  tend  to  neglect.  The  aesthetic  instinct  may 
be  overcultivated,  and  may  become  a  hindrance  to  piety. 

But,  with  increasing  culture,  there  is  a  growing  disposition 
to  express  religious  thought  in  impressive  forms.  The  arts 
of  music  and  of  architecture  may  become  helpers  to  re¬ 
ligion.  The  Puritan  worship  was  bare  and  hard.  It  took 
little  account  of  the  love  of  God  or  of  the  beauty  of  his 
works.  The  ritualistic  churches  of  our  day  are  making 
headway,  partly  at  least  because  they  clothe  the  truth  in  a 
fitting  garb,  and  appeal  to  the  heart  as  well  as  to  the  head. 

Taste  is  a  divine  gift ;  the  bride  in  the  Messianic  psalm  had 
garments  of  needlework;  the  New  Testament  appropriates 
all  that  was  vital  and  beautiful  in  the  Old ;  the  worship  of 
the  New  Jerusalem  has  in  it  a  responsive  and  even  a  liturgi¬ 
cal  element.  We  give  over  to  the  minister  too  much  of 
our  public  service;  he  should  be  rather  the  leader  of  the 
congregation.  We  can  keep  our  young'  people  more  easily, 
if  we  add  to  our  worship  more  of  dignity  and  impressiveness, 
and  if  we  make  our  places  of  worship  beautiful  as  well  as 
homelike.  Christ  is  the  Master  of  the  universe ;  he  will 
make  even  the  arts  to  serve  him ;  regard  for  outward  form 
is  not  incompatible  with  the  humble  and  contrite  heart,  and 
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with  the  indwelling  in  that  heart  of  the  living  Redeemer. 
Our  Baptist  concern  that  the  religious  spirit  properly  ex¬ 
press  itself  in  the  constitution  of  the  church  and  in  its  or¬ 
dinances  may  well  lead  us  further,  namely,  to  making  that 
church  and  those  ordinances  thoroughly  tasteful  and  at¬ 
tractive. 

Yet  I  confess  that  my  greatest  concern  for  the  future  is 
A  Witness-  the  concern  lest  we  should  cease  to  be  a  witnessing  church, 
togCiardi  _^d  so  should  cease  t0  be  a  irue  church  of  Christ.  For  a 

spiritual  church  means,  as  we  have  seen,  two  things :  first, 
the  indwelling  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  in  regenerate  souls ; 
and  secondly,  the  outward  expression  of  their  union  with 
Christ  in  his  death  and  resurrection.  We  express  our  re¬ 
lation  to  Christ  by  the  New  Testament  organization  and  or¬ 
dinances.  But  we  need  also  to  express  it  by  holy  lives,  and 
by  actual  oral  testimony.  To  a  considerable  extent,  and 
especially  in  our  older  and  more  educated  communities,  we 
have  fallen  into  the  sacerdotal  notion  that  our  ministers 
are  to  do  our  preaching  for  us;  forgetting  that,  in  the 
early  church  when  Christians  were  scattered  abroad,  they, 
and  not  the  apostles,  went  everywhere  preaching  the  word. 
Not  sermons,  but  individual  voices  of  private  members  of 
the  church,  are  to  evangelize  the  world.  When  the  Romans 
shortened  their  swords,  they  lengthened  their  territories. 
Wherever  and  whenever  we  have  done  this  hand  to  hand 
work,  our  increase  has  been  great.  When  we  cease  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  men  around  us  are  lost,  cease  in  private  to  urge 
them  to  come  to  Christ,  the  glory  will  depart  from  us.  The 
church  that  ceases  to  be  evangelistic  will  soon  cease  to  be 
evangelical;  and  the  church  that  ceases  to  be  evangelical 
will  soon  cease  to  exist. 

Why  is  it  that  those  Mediterranean  lands  where  the 
Srntbe  g°sPel  was  first  Poached  have  been  given  over  to  infidelity 
HiBfoaan  and  to  barbarism  ?  Why  has  the  candlestick  that  once  burned 
so  brightly  been  removed  out  of  its  place?  Simply  be¬ 
cause  it  quenched  its  light  and  refused  to  shine;  simply 
because  it  shut  in  its  rays,  like  a  dark  lantern,  and  had  no 
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compassion  upon  those  who  were  sitting  in  darkness.  While 
the  early  churches  were  missionary  churches  and  sent  the 
gospel  abroad,  they  continued  to  prosper  at  home.  When, 
like  the  ancient  Jews,  they  came  to  fancy  that  the  oracles 
of  God  were  given  to  them  only  for  their  individual  and 
national  salvation,  God  scattered  them  through  the  world, 
and  gave- their  possessions  to  others.  And  so  it  will  be 
with  us.  If  we  settle  down  in  ease  and  idleness,  content  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  Christianity  without  giving  our  Chris¬ 
tianity  to  others,  we  too  will  be  dealt  with  as  were  those 
wicked  husbandmen  who  failed  to  render  returns  to  the 
owner  and  whose  vineyard  was  taken  from  them. 

We  have  been  a  democratic  people,  and  the  masses  have  xfe. 
flocked  to  us.  Now  that  we  are  gaining  wealth  and  social 
position,  there  is  danger  that  we  shall  forget  the  poor  and  Spirited 
the  oppressed.  We  need  more  fully  to  recognize,  not  only 
our  unity  with  all  Christians,  but  our  unity  with  all  men. 

We  are  our  brothers’  keepers,  and  nothing  human  should 
be  foreign  to  us.  The  laissez-faire  or  let-alone  principle  is 
only  a  surviving  selfishness  and  barbarism.  We  are  bound 
to  moralize  competition,  and  to  bring  men  out  from  their 
isolation  into  community  and  brotherhood  in  Christ.  I  do 
not  mean  that  churches  should  take  sides  in  labor  agitations 
or  in  political  campaigns.  But  I  do  mean  that  church-mem¬ 
bers  should  listen  to  the  exceeding  bitter  cry  of  the  sub¬ 
merged  classes ;  should  demand  protective  legislation  for 
those  to  whom  heartless  capitalists  will  not  grant  a  living 
wage.  In  the  saloon  that  entices  to  drink,  in  the  crime 
which  that  drink  causes,  and  in  the  lawlessness  which 
lynches  the  criminal,  Christian  men  should  see  their  Mas¬ 
ter’s  call  to  stand  for  the  weak  against  the  strong.  We 
have  been  losing  ground  because  we  have  been  too  intent 
upon  our  own  concerns  to  care  for  the  interests  of  our 
neighbor.  A  true  Baptist  should  be  a  man  of  public  spirit. 

He  should  not  only  strive  to  rescue  individual  men  from 
the  slough  of  vice,  but  he  should  devise  measures  for  drain¬ 
ing  that  slough  and  making  that  vice  impossible.  In  other 
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words,  he  should  labor  for  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  in  society,  as  well  as  in  the  church. 

Our  faith,  moreover,  is  measured  by  our  giving.  Judged 
Faith  by  our  numbers  and  by  our  wealth,  our  Baptist  gifts,  how- 

Meastirtf  ever  ]ar_e  t]ley  may  seem,  are  pitiably  small.  Our  total 
by  0  .  . 

gifts  to  home  and  foreign  missions  are  not  one  cent  a  week 

for  each  member.  The  church  is  like  Dives  in  the  parable, 
clothed  in  fine  linen  and  faring  sumptuously  every  day, 
while  the  sick  and  hungry  world  at  its  doors,  like  Lazarus, 
receives  only  the  crumbs  from  the  bountifully  provided 
table.  In  the  time  of  the  great  Indian  famine  there  were 
relief  agents  to  whom  were  intrusted  great  sums  of  money 
with  which  to  feed  the  hungry,  but  who  kept  that  money 
for  themselves,  while  hundreds  of  starving  creatures  died 
under  their  very  eyes.  God  has  given  us  wealth,  that  we 
may  relieve  the  spiritual  famine  of  the  world.  He  has  made 
us  stewards  of  his  bounty ;  and  for  every  dollar  intrusted 
to  us  he  will  require  us  to  give  account.  Shall  we  keep  for 
ourselves,  or  spend  upon  our  own  pleasures,  what  belongs 
to  the  perishing?  What  should  we  think  of  the  professed 
Christian  who,  when  the  bread  was  passed  to  him  at  the 
Lord's  Supper,  should  keep  it  all  for  himself,  and  refuse 
to  pass  it  on  ?  When  the  Lord  multiplies  the  loaves  to  feed 
the  five  thousand,  shall  the  apostles  keep  the  loaves  to-  them¬ 
selves,  and  pile  them  up  till  they  form  such  a  barricade  that 
the  five  thousand  are  hid  from  sight?  And  shall  John  be 
excused  from  distributing,  simply  because  Peter  will  not 
do  his  part  ?  Ah,  my  brethren,  this  is  a  matter  between  each 
one  of  us  and  Christ!  Each  one  of  us  is  charged  with 
maintaining  and  extending  a  spiritual  church,  by  our  giving, 
as  well  as  by  our  witnessing  and  teaching.  And  not  our 
brethren,  but  only  Christ,  is  our  Example,  our  Lawgiver, 
and  our  Judge. 

For  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh,  to  judge  the  earth!  The 
judgment  of  nations  takes  place  in  time;  for  nations  be¬ 
long  only  to  the  present  order  of  things,  and  have  no  eternal 
existence.  Denominations  also  are  judged  in  this  world; 
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since  the  divisions  between  them  are  incidents  of  our  pres¬ 
ent  imperfect  knowledge,  and  when  that  which  is  perfect  is 
come  then  that  which  is  in  part  shall  be  done  away.  Mean¬ 
time,  we  are  held  individually  responsible  for  the  forward 
march  of  the  denomination  which  to  us  most  fully  em¬ 
bodies  and  represents  the  truth  of  Christ.  A  retrograde 
movement  of  that  denomination  may  be  the  consequence  of 
our  illiberality,  our  laxity,  our  indifference.  We  cannot 
say  with  the  heedless  French  monarch:  “After  me  the 
deluge!”  The  judgment  which  comes  to  a  denomination  in 
time  comes  to  the  members  of  that  denomination  in  eternity. 

If  we  confess  Christ  and  his  truth  before  men,  Christ  will 
confess  us  before  his  Father  and  before  the  holy  angels. 

If  we  deny  him,  he  also  will  deny  us. 

The  faith  in  a  second  coming  of  Christ  has  lost  its  hold  xfee 
upon  many  Baptists  in  our  day.  But  it  still  serves  to  stimu- 
late  and  admonish  the  great  body,  and  we  can  never  dis¬ 
pense  with  its  solemn  and  mighty  influence.  Christ  comes, 
it  is  true,  in  Pentecostal  revivals  and  in  destructions  of 
Jerusalem,  in  Reformation  movements  and  in  political  up¬ 
heavals.  But  these  are  only  precursors  of  another  and 
literal  and  final  return  of  Christ,  to  punish  the  wicked  and 
to  complete  the  salvation  of  his  people.  That  day  for 
which  all  other  days  are  made  will  be  a  joyful  day  for  those 
who  have  fought  a  good  fight  and  have  kept  the  faith.  Let 
us  look  for  and  hasten  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God.  The 
Jacobites  of  Scotland  never  ceased  their  labors  and  sacri¬ 
fices  for  their  king’s  return.  Their  passionate  devotion  to 
his  cause  led  hundreds  of  them  to  exile  and  to  death.  They 
never  tasted  wine,  without  pledging  their  absent  prince; 
they  never  joined  in  song,  without  renewing  their  oaths  of 
allegiance.  In  many  a  prison  cell  and  on  many  a  battle 
field  they  rang  out  the  strain: 

“Follow  thee,  follow  thee,  wha  wadna  follow  thee? 

Long  hast  thou  lo’ed  and  trusted  us  fairly : 

Chairlie,  Chairlie,  wha  wadna  follow  thee? 

King  o’  the  Highland  hearts,  bonnie  Prince  Chairlie !” 

27 


The  Ba,sJs 
of  Faith 
aad  Hepe 


So  they  sang,  so  they  invited  him,  until  at  last  he  came.  But 
that  longing  for  the  day  when  Charles  should  come  to  his 
own  again  was  faint  and  weak  compared  with  the  longing 
of  true  Christian  hearts  for  the  coming  of  their  King. 
Charles  came,  only  to  suffer  defeat,  and  to  bring  shame  .to 
his  country.  But  Christ  will  come,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
world’s  long  sorrow,  to  give  triumph  to  the  cause  of  truth, 
to  bestow  everlasting  reward  upon  the  faithful. 

“Even  so,  Lord  Jesus,  come! 

Hope  of  all  our  hopes  the  sum, 

Take  thy  waiting  people  home ! 

“Long,  so  long,  the  groaning  earth, 

Cursed  with  war  and  flood  and  dearth, 

Sighs  for  its  redemption-birth. 

“Therefore  come,  we  daily  pray, 

Bring  the  resurrection-day, 

Wipe  creation’s  curse  away!” 

I  rest  my  Baptist  faith  upon  the  New  Testament  demand 
for  a  spiritual  church ;  and  I  rest  my  Baptist  hope  upon  the 
historic  fact  of  our  past  faithfulness  to  this  fundamental 
principle.  “If  any  man  serve  me,  him  will  my  Father 
honor.”  These  words  are  as  true  of  the  denomination,  as 
they  are  of  the  individual  Christian.  And  what  is  meant  by 
serving  Christ,  our  Lord  himself  intimates  when  he  requires 
that  “all  men  should  honor  the  Son,  even  as  they  honor  the 
Father.”  We  have  tried  to  honor  Christ,  and  Christ  has 
honored  us.  Our  future  as  a  denomination,  if  we  are  but 
faithful  to  Christ’s  word  and  to  our  past  history,  is  as  sure 
as  the  promises  of  God.  It  is  not  a  question  whether  our 
principles  are  correct,  so  much  as  it  is  a  question  whether  we 
are  true  to  our  principles.  I  believe  that  the  great  body  of 
Baptists  still  are  true,  and  therefore  I  believe  that  our 
denominational  outlook  is  stili  promising.  Though  we  have 
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suffered  a  comparative  check  in  our  onward  movement  and 
our  increase  is  not  what  it  once  was,  the  very  knowledge 
of  the  fact  which  this  council  of  war  gives  to  us  may,  by 
the  help  of  Christ’s  Spirit,  be  made  a  stimulus  to  such  labor 
and  liberality  and  prayer,  that  we  shall  press  forward  as 
never  before.  We  were  once  but  a  little  flock,  yet  it  was  the 
Father’s  good  pleasure  to  give  us  the  kingdom.  If  we  are 
only  meek,  we  shall  yet  inherit  the  earth. 

If  we  are  to  meet  our  King  in  peace,  we  must  do  the  The  Open 
work  of  the  immediate  present.  And  what  an  opportunity 
stretches  before  us !  Here  in  this  land  is  the  greatest  field,  Principle 
and  the  most  widely  opened  door,  that  the  Baptist  principle 
has  ever  known.  Never  before  in  human  history  was  so 
vast  an  area  devoted  to  free  trade,  unrestricted  by  inter¬ 
state  duties  and  taxes.  Never  before  in  human  history  w as 
so  vast  a  population  possessed  of  the  means  of  education. 

Never  before  in  human  history  was  there  so  complete  and 
successful  a  system  of  self-government.  Our  Baptist  faith 
and  polity  inculcate  the  right  and  the  duty  of  private  judg¬ 
ment,  and  so  commend  themselves  to  intelligent  freemen. 

We  believe  in  democracy,  and  we  are  fitted  to  succeed  in  a 
democratic  country.  We  ought  to  take  possession  of  Amer¬ 
ica  in  the  name  of  Christ.  But  more  than  this.  We  are 
citizens  of  the  world.  We  have  access  to  the  other  nations 
as  never  before.  The  industrial  and  educational  and  demo¬ 
cratic  leadership  of  America  gives  us  advantage  over  every 
other  people,  in  the  conduct  of  religious  work.  American 
Baptists  ought  to  girdle  the  whole  earth  with  their  mis¬ 
sions.  Let  past  success  embolden  us  to  worldwide  effort! 

The  principle  for  which  we  contend  is  divine  and  eternal. 

Christ  himself  is  with  us.  He  will  not  fail  nor  be  dis¬ 
couraged,  till  he  has  made  his  spiritual  church  contermin¬ 
ous  with  the  whole  human  race  for  which  he  died. 

Not  many  days  ago  President  Roosevelt  touched  a  gold  Faith  and 
button  in  the  East  Room  of  the  White  House  at  Washing- 
ton,  and  set  in  motion  all  the  machinery  of  the  great  Forces 
World’s  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  How  came  it  that  a  single  man 
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of  finite  powers  could  bridge  over  that  great  interval  of 
space  and  could  accomplish  results  which  a  thousand  giants 
could  not  produce?  Only  because  of  the  all-encompassing, 
all-pervading  forces  of  electricity  and  magnetism  which 
bind  together,  not  only  St.  Louis  and  Washington,  but  all 
places  and  all  times.  These  forces  are  but  other  names  for 
the  intelligence  and  will  of  God.  The  God  in  whom  we 
live  and  move  and  have  our  being  connects  all  human  souls 
as  well  as  all  material  things,  and,  weak  and  ignorant  as  we 
are.  the  least  of  us  may  be  mighty  through  God  to  the  pull¬ 
ing  down  of  strongholds.  God  has  invested  each  one  of  us 
who  believe,  with  authority,  greater  than  that  of  President 
Roosevelt,  by  faith  and  prayer  to  touch  the  springs  of 
human  action,  and  to  inaugurate  movements  in  human  his¬ 
tory  compared  with  which  the  starting  of  that  machinery 
at  St.  Louis  was  but  child’s  play.  We  are  not  presidents, 
but  we  are  more  than  that — we  are  kings  and  priests  unto 
God,  instruments  through  whom  Christ  works,  endowed 
with  his  power.  Even  the  grain  of  faith  that  is  like  the 
mustard-seed  for  smallness  can  remove  obstacles  that  starsd 
like  mountains  in  the  way  of  progress  of  Christ’s  king¬ 
dom.  Let  us  then  betake  ourselves  to  prayer  as  well  as 
to  labor.  And  let  us  begin  here  and  now.  Let  us  pray! 

PRAYER 

Lord  Jesus,  if  me  have  faltered  and  suffered  defeat,  it  is 
because  we  have  forgotten  Thee.  We  repent  of  our  un¬ 
belief  and  sin,  and  we  come  back  to  Thee.  Reveal  Thyself 
to  us  once  more  as  God  omnipotent,  with  Tky  people  al- 
way  even  to  the  end  of  the  world;  as  God  omniscient,  with 
Thine  attention  concentrated  everywhere  and  even  upon  us; 
as  God  omnipotent,  with  infinite  power  ready  to  act  in  our 
time  of  need.  Thy  holiness  demands  that  we  recognise 
Thy  presence,  Thy  knowledge,  Thy  power.  Thy  love  as¬ 
sures  us  that  Thou  wilt  give  even  Ike  faith  which  qualifies 
us  to  appropriate  Thy  gifts.  What  we  cannot  do  of  our- 
3° 


selves  Thou  const  enable  us  to  do,  by  Me  beslomient  of 
Thy  Holy  Spirit.  We  appeal  to  Thee  to  help  us.  Our 
fathers  trusted  in  Thee:  they  trusted,  and  Thou  didst  de¬ 
liver  them.  They  bore  Thy  cross,  and  suffered  death,  be¬ 
lieving  that  their  death  should  he  made  the  means  of 
establishing  Thy  truth.  Remember  their  prayers,  me  be¬ 
seech  Thee.  Remember  Thy  faithful  ones,  who  in  all  Thy 
churches  still  call  upon  Thy  name  and  witness  for  Thee.  Look 
down  from  heaven,  and  behold,  and  visit  this  vine,  and  the 
stock  which  Thy  right  hand  planted,  and  the  branch  which 
Thou  modest  strong  for  Thyself.  So  shall  we  not  go  back 
from  Thee:  quicken  us,  and  we  will  call  upon  Thy  name. 
Turn  us  again,  0  Jehovah  Jesus;  cause  Thy  face  to  shine, 
and  we  shall  be  saved.  Fulfill  Thy  promise,  by  giving  to  us 
here  and  now  the  Holy  Spirit;  and  by  sending  us  out,  indi¬ 
vidually  and  collectively,  empowered  to  proclaim  Thy  gospel 
in  such  a  way  that,  as  of  old,  men  may  be  moved  to  surren¬ 
der  themselves  to  Thee,  to  lead  holy  and  unworldly  lives, 
and  to  labor  and  give  for  the  triumph  of  Thy  cause.  Bring 
the  resurrection  of  faith  and  love  which  Thou  hast  promised. 
Make  Thy  servants  again  willing  to  die  for  Thee,  nay,  to  live 
for  Thee  at  home,  or  to  go  for  Thee,  if  Thou  dost  bid,  to  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  Bring  again  the  days  of  great 
ingatherings ;  show  the  scanners  and  the  faint  hearted  that 
Thou  art  mighty  to  save;  set  up  Thy  throne  where  Satan 
now  rules,  Thou  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth!  O  Thou 
who  didst  love  Thy  church  and  give  Thyself  for  it,  be  not  far 
from  us;  for  if  Thou  be  far  from  us,  we  shall  be  as  those 
who  go  down  into  the  pit.  Make  Thy  church  what  Thou 
didst  design  it  to  be,  the  fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all. 
For  Thou  art  the  Son  of  the  living  God;  all  authority  in 
heaven  and  in  earth  has  been  given  unto  Thee;  to  Thee 
equally  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit  we  give  honor, 
and  praise,  and  glory,  and  blessing;  and  in  Thy  name,  0 
Christ,  we  ask  and  offer  all.  Amen. 
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THE  MEANING  OF  YOUR  SUBSCRIPTION  TO 
THE  FOURTH  LIBERTY  LOAN 


What  is  tho  Liberty  Loan? 

It’s  foirts  and  it’s  ships'  and  it’s  shining  guns. 
It’s  squadrons  that  sweep  the  sea. 

It’s  all  of  the  circling  band  of  steel 
That  shall  keep  all  the  home  shores  free. 
It’s  grub  and  it’s  warmth  for  the  s-ailor  lad 
Far  out  on  the  wintry  foam. 

For  the  brave  jack  tar,  as  he  fights  afar, 

It’s  the  good  old  “Money  from  home.’’ 

What  is  the  Liberty  Loan? 


It's  the  rifle  and  helm  and  it’s  the  bayonet. 

It’s  shovel  and  shard  and  shell 

For  the  soldier  boy  in  the  olive  drab, 

Out  there  on  the  edge  of  hell. 

Its’  the  soaring  wings  of  the  whirring  planes. 
That  battle  on  high  alone. 

For  the  lad  who  is  daring  “Over  there” 

It’s  the  good  old  “Money  from  home.” 


What  is  the  Liberty  Loan? 

It’s  succor  and  life  for  a  bleeding  world. 
It’s  the  glimmer  of  Peace  at  dawn. 

It’s  the  strength  of  a  mighty  arm  to  strike. 
It’s  the  gleam  of  a  great  sword,  drawn. 

But,  more  than  all,  it’s1  the  pledge  of  love, 
To  -the  lad6  whom  we  call  “Our  own.” 

To  the  boys  on  land,  afloat,  on  high, 

It’s  the  good  old  “Money  from  home.” 

— Ralph  E.  McMillin. 


WORK  MY,  OCTOBER  19. 


In  the  midst  of  all  our  other  work  and  cares 
let  us  not  forget  the  Orphanage.  Our  superinten¬ 
dent,  Dr.  Jamison,  sends  a  communication  about 
Work  Day  .to  which  we  wia'h_to.  give  our  full  en¬ 
dorsement  and  emphasis.  Hencb  we  give  it  in  this 
place.  He  says: 

“The  time  is  now  short  for  preparation  for 
Work  Day  and  emphasis  must  be  given  it  within 
the  next  few  days  and  weeks.  I  have  been  silent, 
or  as  nearly  silent  as  my  soul  would  allpw,  until 
the  present  time.  I  have  been  desirous  that  Sun¬ 
day  school  rally  day,  the  last  Sunday  .in  Septem¬ 
ber,  should  be  made  a  great  success',  so  that  we 
all  might  rejoice  together  in  splendid  results 
attained. 

“Now  I  must  call  attention  of  our  people  to 
the  fact  that  the  Orphanage  is  far  behind  this 
year.  During  the  entire  summer  we  have  been 
living  from  hand  to  mouth  nad  the  'little  money 
that  trickled  in  was  greedily  consumed  by  urgent 
necessities.  We  must  go  far  ahead  of  all  pre¬ 
vious  years  in  gifts  to  the  Orphanage,  if  we  are 
to  meet  all  demands.  Certainly  $15,000  is'  the 
least  that  we  should  receive  from  Work  Day. 
This  will  be  very  close  to  one-third  of  the  total 
income  for  .the  year  and  this  proportion  is  usually 
received  from  Work  Day. 

“The  Orphanage  is  asking  for  no  enlargement 
at  the  present  time.  We  make  no  request  for 
anything  that  is  unnecessary  just  now.  We  only 
make  request  for  what  is  absolutely  needed,  if 
we  are  to  live  decently  and  in  a  reasonable  degree 
o.f  comfort.  We  have  come  down  to  hard  pan, 
but  even  on  that  basis  a  great  sum  is  needed  for 
.the  work..  If  everybody  concerned  would  pro¬ 
vide  one  day’s  earnings  or  income  for  the  Orphan¬ 
age  we  should  have  what  is  needed. 

“October  19,  Saturday,  is  Work  Day  and  the 
following  Sunday,  October  20,  is  to  be  regarded 
as  ingathering  day.  Now  for  a  steady  pull  on 
the  part  of  all  who  love  the  Orphanage  and  the 
group  of  children  now  being  cared  for  within  its 
walls.”  ,  # 


sTHE  UNION  MOVEMENT  AND  DR.  LOVE'S y  says  of  this  movement  in  its  leadership,  “It  is  an 
BOOK.  SX^y  Thr^ftc  orsanization  of  overlords  of  the  churches.”  He 

- C&Y\r  fUEy*1**  says,  “These  parasitic  organizations  anight  be 

By  Dr.  L.  R.  Scarborough  /  called  syndicates  of  syncretists,  in  whose  organi- 


f)  B>  Dr.  L.  K.  Scarborough.  -  y  . 


zations  churhes  will  become  mere  appanages  of 
»*ythe  organizations  of  overlords.”  And  he  says, 


Dr.  J.  F.  Love,  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission  y’Tn  the  interest  of  the  freedom  of  the  faith  and 

Ifl.rd  O.f  flip.  Southern  Rnntiot  Onnironfinn  hoc  'tho  cin  nnvi't,.  r\t  fm’n,  4*  _  r _ i.,-  -  . _ 


Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  has 
published  a  most  remarkable  book  entitled  The 
Union  Movement.  It  is  a  dynamic  of  denomina- 
tionalism  of  the  highest  jjrder.  Its  message  is  as 
clear  as'  noonday  cloudle&S  light,  it  is  truth-laden, 
and  marked  by  a  brotherjiness  and  Christly  spirit 
characteristic  of  the  great  spiritual  statesman  who 
wrote  it.  It  gives  the  history,  organization,  pur¬ 
pose,  plans  and  program  of  this  great  modern  mis¬ 
sionary  and  ecclesiastical  movement,  headed, 
maneuvered,  pushed  by  those  two  remarkable 
men,  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speel"  and  Dr.  John  R.  Mott. 
Dr.  Love  sounds'  out  the  strongest  possible  pro¬ 
test  against  the  aims  and  grogram  of  the  move¬ 
ment  .He  voices  the  protest  against  the  aims  and 
program  of  the  movement  He  voices  the  protest 
of  Southern  Baptists  especially,  but  generally  of 
all  people  who  have  a  conviction  which  will  not 
yield  to  policy  at  the  cost  of  prinicple  in  whatever 
denomination.  , 

This  book  is  a  very  remarkable  book.  Its  mes- 


>  is  couched  within  1 


a  conviction  for  the  truth  which  is  truly  Christ 


like  in  spirit  but  Pauline 
talks  like  a  Luther  with  _ 
his  hand,  a  Knox  with 


John  the  Baptist  before  i  lord  of  the  realm.  It 
is  more  than  an  explanati  in  of  a  great  movement. 


It  is  a*  defense  of  God’s  1 


continuation  committees  appointed  by  no  church 
or  churches  or  conventic  i  or  board  of  missions, 


of  the  distinct  and  avow 
all  churches,  amalgamati 
a  national  church,  not  on 
truth,  but  o^the  call  r  “big  business, 
►ether,  sSv^J  waste,  a  au  eGicfency. 


3  pages,  it  pronounces 


in  loyalty  to  Christ.  It 
his  ninety-five  theses  in 
Scotland  to  save  and 


'ing  truth  imperilled  by 


d  purpose  of  unionizing 
g  all  denominations  into 
onviction,  principle  and 
to  get 
IL  is 


Dr.  J.  F.  Love:  “Is  it  thinkable  that  this  na- 
•  t'ion  could  have  been  brought  to.  itS  present  state 
of  development  with  emphasis  put  upon  democ¬ 
racy  alone  or  mainly?  I  venture  the  declaration 
with  confidence  that  America  today  with  democ¬ 
racy  as  its  guiding  star,  would,  and  with  all  the 
people  and  tongues'  of  which  it  is  constituted,  be 
a  bedlam  of  socialism  and  anarchy  but  for  the 
wedlock  which  God  solemnized  between  evangel¬ 
ical  religion  and  democracy  in  the  founding  of 
this  nation.  We  shall  surely  defeat  the  ends  at 
which  we  aim  in  promoting  democracy  if  we  do. 
not  with  it  promote  evangelical  religion  among 
the  nations  whom  we  would  free  from  autocracy 
and  oppression.” 


call  to  -Southern  Baptists  .,ud  all  Baptists  to  real¬ 
ize  the  peril  and  menace  to  our  message,  life  and 
organizations  purposed  inkthis'  movement  presided 
over,  as  .Bishop  Chandler  of  the  Southern  Meth¬ 
odism  says,  by  “overlords  cf  the  churches.”  It 
is  a  most  powerful  plea  for  a  great  Baptist,  ag- 
grosive,  militant,  comprehensive,  forward  pro¬ 
gram  for  wcirld  wide  proclamation  of  the  gospel. 
Every  Baptist  in  the  world  ought  to  read  and 
reread  this  book.  It  will  inform,  warn,  enrich 
the  convictions*,  inspirt  for  a  'holier  progress  for 
the  truth  once  for  all  delivered  to  the  saints.  It 
will  prevent  false  notions  and  alliances  based  on 
sentiment,  violating  principle.  I  give  herein 
some  of  the  most  salient'  and  important  matters 
brought  out  in  this  masterful  book. 

1.  A  Brief  History  of  the  Union  Movement. 
The  “Movement”  has  grown  to  be  an  “organiza¬ 
tion”  out  of  a  number  of  general  missionary  con¬ 
ferences',  as  fellows:  New  York  in  18  54,  in  Liv¬ 
erpool  1860,  in  London  1878,  again  in  London 
1888.  again  in  New  York  1900.  One  hundred 
and  fifteen  missionary  societies  and  forty-eight 
countries  were  represented  in  this  1900  confer¬ 
ence.  The  greatest  conference  and  most  far- 
reaching  cue  in  which  the  movement  took  on  a 
lnrge  business  and  ecclesiastical  organization  was 
held  in  Edinburg,  Scotland,  in  1910.  At  this  time 
a  commission  of  thirty-five  leading  men  was  ap¬ 
pointed  as  a  Continuation  Committee.  John  R. 
Mott  was  made  head.  This  committee  appointed 
a  number  of  other  committees  for  various  sorts 
of  work  and  programs.  Under  the  leadership  of 
this  committee,  now  eight  years  in  office,  Drs. 
Mott  and  Speer  have  held  conferences  in  various 
•parts  of  the  missionary  w'orldj  such  as  Pekin,  Can¬ 
ton,  Honkong,  Calcutta,  Shanghai.  Panama,  etc. 
This  committee  has  offices  in  New  York  City,  paid 
for  largely  out  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation. 
This  foundation  reports  large  expenditures  and 
appropriations  to  the  movement.  Office  expenses 
alone  are  $24,000  and  $425,000  appropriation  ex¬ 
tending  over  ten  years  for  carrying  out  the  mis¬ 
sionary  program  of  this  committee.  Dr.  John  Fox, 
New  York,  a  distinguished  Presbyterian  preacher 
and  corresponding  secretary  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  who  is  on  the  inside  of  this  movement, 
who  attended  and  participated  in  the  Panama  con¬ 
ference,  calls  this-  organization  “a  genuine  im- 
periiun  in  imperio,  a  wonderfully  constructed 
piece  of  quasi-ecclesiasticism,”  whose  method  in 
carrying  o.ut  its  will  adopts  the  “steam  roller,”  as 
shown  in  the  Panama  conference.  He  says  this 
is  a  strange  huge  organism  which  all  shall  recog¬ 
nize  as  supreme.  Bishop  Candler,  o.f  Atlanta, 
one  of  the  most  eminent  Methodists  of  the  world, 


the  sincerity  of  .faith  it  is  time  fo.r  the  churches 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  these  overlords.  Other¬ 
wise  our  Christianity  will  become  colorless  and 
characterless.” 

This  organization  is  world  wide  now.  It  is 
sending  out  its  program  of  “big  business,  merger, 
amalgamation  and  unification  of  churches”  by 
mission  study  courses,  magazines,  all  the  great 
missionary  magazines  now  seem  to  favor  it,  by 
books,  two  of  the  strongest  being  Dr.  A.  J.  Brown, 
“Unity  and  Missions,”  and  by  Dr.  R.  A.  Ashworth 
(a  Northern  Baptist),  “Union  of  Christian  Forces 
in  America,”  by  Chautauqua  lectureships,  by  the 
daily  press,  by  the  entire  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  organizations,  the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches,  by  an  unlimited  correspondence,  the 
New  York  office  alone  sending  100  letters  a  day. 
They  are  seeking  toi  establish  union  schools  of 
all  grades,  including  theological  seminaries,  in 
every  part  of  the  mission  fields,  teaching  mission¬ 
aries  to  propagate  their  ideals  and  carry  out  their 
.program.  It  is  all  backed  by  large  sums  of 
money,  drawing  heavily  on  the  Rockefeller  Foun¬ 
dation  and  even  getting  large  sums  from  some 
well-to-do  Southern  Baptists.  Dr.  John  R.  Mott 
and  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  are  the  main  leaders  in 
this  world  wide  movement. 

2.  The  Aim  of  the  Movement  as  brought  out 
by  Dr.  Love  as  he  quotes  from  their  own  “Find¬ 
ings,”  programs  and  books,  are  as  follows: 

The  co-operation,  federation  and  organic  unity 
of  all  the  churches  o.f  Christendom,  including 
Catholics,  Adventists,  etc.  Dr.  Ashworth,  in 
“Union  of  Christian  Forces  in  America,”  says, 

.  ‘Federated  churches  must  either  go  forward  to- 

'o.*!  UJiifcy.  -Jr  j|  t>i  I* 

steps  already  taken.”  Quoting  Dr.  Newman  Smyth, 
he  says,  “Federation  of  churches  is  to  be  regarded 
as  at  best  only  way  stations  in  the  progress  of 
the  movement.  Denominations  are  called  to  be 
through  passengers.”  Dr.  A.  J.  Brown  says,  “Ter¬ 
ritorial  adjustments  usually  pre-papre  the  way  by 
virtually  assuming  the  equality  of  churches  and 
the  identity  of  essential  teaching.  Alliances,  ter¬ 
ritorial  divisions  and  all  similar  co-operative  ex¬ 
pedients  are  of  limited  and  temporary  value. 
They  are  not  the  goal,  but  merely  steps  toward  it.” 

The  Panama  conference  report,  Yol.  Ill,  page 
103,  says,  “All  candidates  in  the  future  should 
be  prepared  for  the  mission  field  by  a  systematic 
course  in  .the  principles  and  practices  of  co¬ 
operative  agencies  to  organize  and  execute  their 
wo.rlc  in  the  spirit  of  these  principles.” 

Dr.  Brown  speaks  of  the  “breakdown  of  de- 
noiuinaitionalism”  and  new  lines  of  cleavage  which 
are  running  at  right  angles  across  denominational 
lines.”  The  whole  Union  Movement  has  as  its 
deep  laid  purpose  to  abso.rb,  eliminate  and  unify 
}n  one  great  “national  church”  for  each  nation, 
governed  by  a  group  of  self-appointed  overlords. 

Are  Baptists  ready  to  join  in  such  a  syndicate 
movement.  The  movement  in  religion  is  working 
for  exactly  what  we  are  fighting  in  Germany. 
There  a  political,  military  autocracy,  here  an  ec¬ 
clesiastical  autocracy.  One  speaker  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  in  Peru  said,  “This  fundamental  reorganiza¬ 
tion  involves  in  some  very  radical  way  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  denominational  order  cf  the 
church.  Denominationalism  must  come  to  be  felt 
personally  by  Christ’s  followers  as  a  positive  sin.” 
I  wonder  if  the  Baptists  of  America  are  ready 
to.  say,  “It  is  a  sin  to  be  a  Baptist?” 

33.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  aim  this  union 
movement  under  the  dominance  of  John  R.  Mott 
and  his  Continuation  Committee  appointed  eight 
years  ago,  without  the  consent  of  any  mission 
boards,  proposes 

(1)  To  divide  all  mission  territory  into  fields 
suitable  to  certain  central  committees  and  not 
allow  anybody  except  the  ones  they  assign  to 
enter  that  territory  to  preach  or  teach  the  gospel, 
if  they  can  prevent  it. 

(2)  To  use  a  common  name  for  all  evangelical 
churches,  such  as  “The  Evangelical  Church  of 
Chile.”  To  pass'  letters  of  membership  from  one 
to  the  other,  etc. 

(3)  The  use  of  a  common  hymn  book  and 
common  version  of  the  Bible. 

(4)  Organization  of  a  committee. on  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  polity. 

(5)  A  general  agreement  as  to  discipline, 
agents,  missionaries,  etc. 
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(6)  To  take  over  or  organize  union  schools  of 
all  grades. 

(7)  To  have  only  union  theological  semi¬ 
naries. 

(8)  To  have  unionized  publishing  plants  for 
religious  papers,  tracts  and  books. 

This  is  a  part  of  their  plan  ror  all  mission 
fields.  Are  Baptists  ready  for  it?  The  House 
of  Bishops  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
proposes  as  one  plank  of  this  union  movement  a 
doctrinal  statement,  and  asks  Baptists  and  others 
to  subscribe  to  it:  “We  believe  all  who  have 
been  duly  baptized  with  water  in  the  name  of  the 
Trinity  are  members  of  the  Holy  Catholic 
Church.”  What  Baptist  could  join  up  on  this? 

Are  we  ready  to  turn  over  to  a  central  board 
or  a  continuation  committee  headed  by  John  R. 
Mott  and  Backed  by  John  D.  Rockefeller,  Jr.'s 
money,  who  has  repudiated  many  of  the  Baptist 
.  primal  principles,  all  our  schools,  our  Baylor, 
Wake  Forest,  Mercer,  Mississippi  College,  our 
Southern  and  Southwestern  Seminaries?  If  you 
do  this  on  the  foreign  field  consistency  will  de¬ 
mand  that  you  do  it  on  the  home  field.  Why 
not  Dr.  Mott  and  his  committee  organize  a  “An 
American  Union  Church”  and  quit  their  present 
alignments  and  jion  it?  If  they  advise  Chinese 
Christians  to  quit  the  Presbyterians,  Methodists 
and  Baptists,  why  don’t  they  lead  the  way?  Ex¬ 
ample  speaks  very  loud.  They  will  come  toi  this. 

Dr.  Love  rightly  and  most  powerfully  shows 
the  weaknes-s  and  unscripturalness  of  this  whole 
movement  and  calls  on  Baptists  to  stay  out  from 
among  them  and  go  on  vigorously  prosecuting 
their  own  world-wide  program  in  the  fine  and 
Christly  spirit  of  fellowship  and  co-operation  on 
the  basis  of  Christ’s  Lordship  and  the  authority 
of  his  word.  I  join  Dr.  Love  in  the  most  hearty 
endorsement  of  his  protest  and  plea,  his  state¬ 
ment  of  principle  and  fundamental  truth.  I  join 
in  his  beautiful  spirit  of  brotherhood  and  fellow¬ 
ship.  The  Baptists  in  the  South  have  spoken  in 
the  conventions,  led  out  by  Texas,  in  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  in  their  Foreign  Mission  program 
and  by  its  greatest  representative  body,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  There  was1  no  un¬ 
certainty  nor  opposition.  Clearly,  kindly,  broth¬ 
erly,  but  firmly  the  Convention  is  to  stand  by 
and  go  on  in  loyalty  to  Christ  and  the  terms  of 
his  commission  and  on  the  basis  of  his  word  in 
its  doctrinal  statements.  Everybody  is  given  the 
same  right.  We  have  no  “overlords.”  We  can’t 
work  under  any  lord  as  well  as  we  can  under 
Christ. 

I  cannot  go  with  the  UnfOh  movement  and 
its  program  for  the  following  primal  reasons: 

1.  This  movement  is  going  rapidly  toward  a 
centralized,  overlordship  of  ecclesiasticism — a 
sort  of  spiritual  autocracy.  I  refuse  to  recognize 
any  lordship  but  Christ’s. 

2.  This  movement,  fundamental  in  this  policy 
of  adaptation,  absorption,  elimination,  partition 
and  unification,  sets  aside  the  lordship  of  Christ 
and  the  binding  authority  of  his  Word. 

3.  In  its  plan  of  union  and  federation  for  ef¬ 
ficiency,  economy,  and  expediency,  it  violates  a 
primal  law  of  strength,  growth  and  power.  It 
sets  aside  conviction,  the  stuff  out  of  which  endur¬ 
ing  character,  manhood  and  constructive  kingdom 
power  is  made.  Bishop  Candler  says,  “Power  for 
the  highest  and  best  service  is  not  secured  by 
throwing  overboard  principles.”  Dr.  Love  strong¬ 
ly  puts  it,  when  he  says,  “Such  great  matters  as 
are  involved  in  this  union  movement  must  be  set¬ 
tled  on  a  sharpened  religious  conscience  rather 
than  by  the  cultivation  of  laxity.  The  most  stal¬ 
wart  conviction  is  necessary  to  put  afield  a  con¬ 
quering  missionary  program.  We  must  not  only 
save  China,  Japan  and  the  world,  but  must  save 
the  truth  that  is  to  save  them.”  A  convictionless 
gospel  is  not  a  saving  gospel.  It  will  not  save  men 
from  sin,  nor  build  them  up  into  a  constructive 
agency  for  conquering  the  world  for  Christ. 

4.  Their  policy  of  union  violates  the  plain 
Word  of  God  in  that  this  would  have  all  sorts  in 
its  fellowship  and  organizations,  and  teach  any 
theory  of  truth  and  practice,  anything  for  ordi¬ 
nances1  on  the  ground  of  expediency  and  not  on 
the  authority  of  Christ.  The  very  plan  of  salva¬ 
tion  by  grace  and  Christ’s  whole  system  of  re¬ 
demption,  his  church,  his  ordinances  are  involved 
and  imperilled  in  this  conglomerate  aggregaiton 
of  the  different  cults,  teachings  and  orgnizaations. 

5.  History  proves  this  method  of  world  salva¬ 
tion  a  failure  beset  with  a  multitude  of  troubles 
and  difficulties.  Christianity  is  individual,  volun¬ 
tary,  democratic  on  the  human  side  and  theo¬ 
cratic  on  God’s  side.  This  whole  movement  is 
proposing  toi  drift  toward  Roman  uatholicism.  It 
will  end  up  in  one  of  these  overlords  being  lord 
or  pope  of  all.  The  lessons  of  history  and  com¬ 
mon  sense  are  against  Dr.  Mott.  He  evidently  is 
a  man  of  great  spiritual  power  and  sincerity,  but 
I  refuse  to  go  with  him  because  he  is  leading  to¬ 
wards  the  rocks.  Baptists  and  all  others  whose 
convictions  are  as  deep  as  life  had  better  stay 
out  or  resolve  to  dissolve — for  ten  years  of  union¬ 
ism  will  dissolve  them. 

I  commend  in  toto  and  with  my  deepest  soul 
Dr.  Love’s  great,  tidal,  epoch-making,  truth-laden, 
Christly-spirited  book  to  my  brethren  everywhere. 


I  write  this  review  in  most  brotherly  spirit.  I  am 
co-operant  in  my  very  soul.  I  am  a  Baptist,  not 
one  and  a  half.  1  am  a  constructive,  progressive, 
aggressive,  conservative  Baptist.  I  love  God’s 
people — all  of  them.  I  want  them  to  have  all 
there  is  and  the  best  in  Christ.  I  want  the  world 
brought  speedily  to  Christ  in  saving  and  construc¬ 
tive  redemption  and1  service.  I  want  Christ's 
prayer  for  a  unified  people  to  be  answered.  I 
want  to  help  answer  it,  but  not  at  the  cost  of 
Christ’s  authority,  truth — at  the  expense  of  his 
blood  bought  churches,  not  a  compromised,  a 
camouflaged  unity — not  one  based  on  expediency 
and  at  the  sacrifice  of  all  Christ  holds  dear. 

God  did  not  project  his  program  on  the  basis 
of  economy.  He  put  his*  big  best  in  and  on  the 
cross  to  start  with.  The  Standard  Oil  plan  of 
centralization,  combination,  absorption,  will  not 
win  the  world.  It  must  be  on  lines  of  truth  and 
primal  principle.  Why  if  Dr.  Mott  and  his  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  were  to  get  us  fixed  up  into 
one  big  national  church  with  every  mission  field 
divided  out,  every  school,  hospital,  church,  union¬ 
ized  and  federated  aial  his  committee  holding  the 
reins  and  guiding  according  to  his  own  good  will, 
somebody  would  get  a  New  Testament  and  “start 
something.”  He  would  say  a  “thus1  saith  the 
Lord,”  and  in  a  little  while  Dr.  Mott's  federated 
playhouse  would  find  a  Luther  had  arisen  with 
a  thesis  to  put  on  a  church  door.  Let's  take  our 
New  Testaments  and  go  afield  on  the  voluntary 
principle  and  preach  Christ  throughout  the  whole 
world. 

The  book  can  be  ''had  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  for  seventy-five 
cents.  Order  it  now  and  help  toi  circulate  it. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


THINGS  WORTH  WHILE 


By  Dr.  Arthur  S.  Burrows. 


A  woman  determined  that  she  would  cleave  'her 
way  through  the  woryd.  She  felt  that  the  world 
was  hard  and  unrelenting  and  selfish,  and  she 
decided  that  she  must  be  the  same  in  order  to 
get  along  well.  She -did  use  her  axe,  and  smil¬ 
ingly:  she  made  enemies:  she  won  admiration 
from  some,  because  s(ne  was  so  daring.  One  day 
life  returned  the  blovf.  She  shivered.  Later  she 
began  to  despair.  Then  hope  whispered  to  her 
that  she  could  now  begin  to  live,  if  she  would. 
The  world  was  just  as  terrible,  but  she  had  at  last 
learned  the  meaning  of  what  Jesus  said:  that  to 
save  life  selfishly  is  ‘  Ipse  it:  but^to  lose  life  for 
his  sa£e  is  td~win  She  could  not  change  the 
world;  but  she  began  to  change  herself.  Self- 
discoivery  meant  self-irecovery.  She  sought  and 
obtained  help  from  God.  She  made  herself  so 
different  that  people  wondered,  and  began  to  be 
drawn  to  her.  She  did  things  worth  while.  She 
laid  down  her  life  for  common  good,  kindly,  sym¬ 
pathetically,  unselfishly. 

Things  worth  while  are  for  each  of  us  to  do. 
They  make  this  life  Worth  living.  Our  present  is 
new,  and  different.  We  conserve  wisdom  from 
the  past,  and  energize  for  our  times.  One  thing 
worth  while  is,  to  be  constructive:  not  to  criticise 
so  much  mistakes  of  yesterday,  but  to  co-oiperate 
for  success  for  today; 

Another  thing  worth  while  is,  to  minimize  wor- 
riment.  Realize  the  uselessness  of  it,  and  the 
harmfulness  of  it.  Cross  noi  bridge  until  it  is 
built.  Jesns  said,  “Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof.”  Take  a  large  view  of  life,  beyond 
ordinary  environment.  Remember  that  God’s 
throne  is  in  the  heavens,  and  his  kingdom  rulet'h 
over  all.  Take  ten-minute  vacations  for  commun¬ 
ing  with  God,  for  thinking  best  things,  and  for  re¬ 
storing  your  soul'.  Waste  not  strength  to  heed 
things  that  chafe  and  fret,  the  silght,  the  thought¬ 
less  wrong;  be  self-forgot  in  serving  others’  need. 

Another  thing  worth  while  is,  to  understand 
others1.  Two  knights  of  feudal  times  quarrelled 
over  a  shield,  one  saying  that  it  was  white,  and 
the  other  insisting  that  it  was  red.  After  they 
had  nearly  killed  each  other,  it  was  suddenly  dis¬ 
covered  that  both  were  right:  the  shield  was  white 
on  one  side,  and  red  on  the  other!  How  much 
much  distemper  might  be  avoided  did  we  try  to 
understand  one  another’s  spirit  and  meaning  and 
intention.  It  would  be  a  splendid  interpretation 
in  part  of  our  Lord’s  saying,  “Love  one  another, 
even  as  I  have  loved  you.” 

Another  thing  worth  while  is’,  charity.  Jesus 
said,  “Judge  not  according  to  appearances,  but 
judge  righteous  judgment.”  He  warns  us  not  to 
judge  one  another  so  as  to  be  in  danger  of  con¬ 
demnation  ourselves.  Remember  Becky  Sharp  of 
Vanity  Fair,  for  instance:  with  her  treachery,  her 
cruelty,  her  vindictiveness:  we  should  understand 
and  forgive  her  when  we  learn  of  her  neglected 
and  lonely  childhood,  with  her  drunken  artist 
father,  and  her  mother  a  French  opera  girl.  Early 
this  year,  a  fuel  administrator  raided  William 
Rockefeller’s  estate  in  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  on  rumor 
that  he  was  hoarding  coal.  He  found  that  the 
financier  had  been  burning  wood  in  his1  mansion, 
greenhouses,  and  stabies,  and  that  coal  was  used 
only  to  bank  the  fires  at  night.  He  also  discov¬ 
ered  that  Mr.  Rockefeller  had  been  supplying  coal 
to  thirty  poor  families  around. 


Another  thing  worth  while  is.  to  now  and  then 
put  yourself  in  the  place  of  others.  When  in 
England,  Prof.  Josiah  Royce  strongly  objected  to 
signing  a  postoffice  regulation  document,  arguing 
that  it  was  unfair  to  require  such  a  thing  The 
young  woman  clerk  heard  him  patiently,  then 
said,  “Very  well,  sir,  but  it  will  make  a  lot  of 
trouble  for  me  if  you  do  not  sign.”  “My  dear 
young  lady,”  rejoined  he,  with  his  usual  kindly 
smile,  “give  me  the  pen,  I’ll  sign  at  once.” 

Boston,  Mass. 


BIBLICALLY  PROVED. 


By  W.  H.  Morse,  M.  D. 


“Does  the  Bible  say  so?” 

“How  does  the  Bible  say  that?” 

These  are  the  two  questions  that  are  contin¬ 
ually  advanced  by  our  Italian  and  Polish  new 
Americans,  since  having  come  to  this  country,  they 
have  for  the  first  time  had  the  Scriptures  in  their 
own  language  given  them.  If  ever  there  were 
those  who  were  sincerely  in  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
mand  to  “search  the  Scriptures,”  it  is  these  peo¬ 
ple:  but  lacking  confidence  in  their  investigating 
abilities,  they  are  not  slow  about  asking  assist¬ 
ance.  Frequently,  although  not  invariably,  they 
are  inclined  to  be  skeptical  about  their  questions 
being  biblically  provable;  but  quite  as  often  they 
are  more  or  less  confident  that  they  are  right 
about  that  which  is  the  object  of  their  inquiry, 
and  are  disposed  to  be  disappointed  when  they 
find  out  that  they  are  mistaken.  Then  again, 
there  are  those  who  expect  to  find  their  objects 
scriptural,  and  merely  desire  to  know  just  how 
the  Bible  has  the  statements. 

Some  of  these  questions  are  illuminating. 

“The  Fathers  say  that  judges  may  receive  pres¬ 
ents  from  parties  in  order  to  induce  them  to  ren¬ 
der  justice.  Being  equally  obliged  to  do  justioe 
to  all,  as  they  have  an  equal  right,  the  judge  who 
has  received  the  present  is  under  a  greater  ob¬ 
ligation  to  him  who  made  it.  Does  the  Bible 
say  so?” 

“Is  usury  a  crime,  according  to  the  Bible?” 

Certainly. 

“Is  the  usurer,  then,  a  heretic?” 

That  was1  something  new.  but  upon  looking  into 
it,  it  was  found  that  the  casuists  say  that  “he 
who  affirms  that  usury  is  no  crime,  is  guilty  oif 
heresy.”  To  this  they  add,  “The  world  would  be 
much  obliged  if  some  expedient  could  be  adopted 
of  legally  procuring  as  much  or  more  pecuniary 
profit  than  Is  obtained  by  usurious  practice*.!” 

“May  a  bankrupt  retain,  with  a  good  conscience, 
as  much  of  his  property  as1  is  necessary  for  the 
support  of  his  family  with  credit?” 

Lessius  has  settled  this  question,  and  Escobar 
confirms  his  decision.  Their  answer  is  that  “he 
may,  even  though  he  has  gained  it  by  injustice 
and  notorious  crime.” 

“Does  the  Bible  say  so?” 

“Escobar — who  never  advances  anything  but 
what  is  taken  from  not  less  than  twenty-four  of 
the  most  celebrated  Fathers — says  that  if  you 
see  a  thief  ready  and  determined  to  rob  a  poor 
person,  you  may,  in  order  to  prevent  him,  point 
out  some  other  individual  who  is  rich,  who  he 
may  attack  instead.  Is  that  in  the  American 
Bible?” 

“If  a  person  hires  another  to  burn  the  barn 
of  one  who  is  at  enmity  with  him  who  hires,  and 
then  escapes,  is  the  one  who  did  the  hiring  liable 
for  the  damage?  The  Fathers  say  he  is  not,  be¬ 
cause  the  one  whom  he  hired  to  do  the  deed  was 
at  liberty  to  refuse  or  grant  it.  Damages  are  not 
assessable  on  him  who  employed  the  man  who 
committed  the  arson.  How  does  the  Bible  say 
that?” 

“Is  a  man  obliged  to  restore  the  property  which 
another  has  put  into  his  hands  so  that  he  may 
swindle  his  creditors?  The  Fathers  say  so.  What 
is  the  way  that  the  Bible  says  so?” 

“Can  a  person  lawfully  retain  that  which  he 
has  acquired  by  crime?  The  Fathers  say  that  one 
is  under  no  obligation  of  law  to  do  it.  A  man 
steals,  and  is1  sent  to  prison.  He  serves  his  term. 
Meanwhile  that  which  he  stole  has  been  gaining 
interest.  He  leaves  prison  and  enjoys  it.  Does 
the  Bible  say  that  that  is  right?” 

Such  questions  as  these  have  a  persistence  that 
is  not  at  all  extraordinary,  relating,  as  they  do,  to 
matters  that  are  of  every-day  occurrence.  It  is 
to  be  admitted  that  a  Protestant  has  difficulty  in 
believing  that  “the  Fathers”  have  such  views  as 
they  are  credited  with;  and  unless  the  inquirer 
is  quite  strongly  grounded  in  his  faith,  he  is  all 
too  apt  to  consider  that  that  which  “the  Fathers” 
say  has  “something  in  it.”  But  when  he  is  shown, 
beyond  question  that  the  Scripture  fails  to  sub¬ 
stantiate  “the  Fathers,”  that  served  to  strengthen 
his  respect  for  the  Word  of  God.  More  than  this, 
when  the  inquirer  'finds  that  that  which  he  has 
been  taught  is  contrary  to  the  Scripture,  and  can¬ 
not  be  proven  thereby,  it  is  remarkably  effectual 
in  enhancing  his  belief  that  the  policy  of  Rome 
in  depriving  him  of  the  Scripture  is  because  there¬ 
by  he  might  find  that  the  Jesuitical  casuistry  is 
without  scriptural  foundation. 

Hartford,  Conn. 


